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COVER 
Unbroken Angelina 
Jolieis still a daredevil 
For her second direct- 
ing gig, she dove into 
the massive WWII sur- 
vival drama Unbroken, 
For her star, she gam- 
bled on unknown Brt 
actor Jack O'Connell a 
young man as fiery as 
she is. The inside tale of 
two untamed souls.By 
SARA VILKOMERSON 


Mike Nichols 
1931-2014 The direc- 
tor of The Graduate 
and Silkwood leaves 
behind alegacy of 
unparalleled versatility. 
BY KEITH STASKIEWICZ 


Greg Berlanti 
He can't outrun bullets 
or hit a bullseye from 
a mile away. But 
Berlanti, the co-creator 
of The CW's Arrow 
and The Flash, has 
an even better super- 
power: creating hit 
shows. BY TIM STACK 


ON THE COVER 
Angelina Jolie 
and Jack 
O'Connell 
photographed 
exclusively for 
EW by Alexei 
Hay on Nov. 13, 
2014, inLos 
Angeles 
Srna: Marva 
Haacalsun ant 
‘oes Wa A 
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Shown ma 


News and 
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The Must List - zi 
News and Notes 4 APIRATES LIFE 
Binge!: A 
a Hugh Jackman takes on 
Holiday Edition “4 \ the role of Blackbeard 
| 
fornext year’s Pan, Says 
The Bullseye . > ce 
A“ (FA —_Nouhaveto admit, 
. ¢ that’s a pretty villainous 
Reviews beard.” We concur. 
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The Week’s Best 


“Now I’m 
condemned to 
this life 


“That doesn’t of jumpsuits.” 
make us friends. —Effie (Elizabeth Banks) 

Itjust makes Noe ae care 
us bothat risk for 


the same STDs.” 
—Mellie (Bellamy Young), 


“Theband Yivis, 
who wrote ‘What 
Does the Fox 
Say?,’ has released 


anewsong about “I stayedin the “Wil Wheaton said, ‘Get 
gluten intolerance. competition by the agate. Idon’t know 
It’s called ‘What skin of my teeth. why I didn’t get a gate.” 
Does the Fox Never And my teeth don’ 
Shut Up About?’” ” 
. Sapise. evenhave skin. doorstep, on The Big Bang Theory 


—Oona, narrowly avoiding 
elimination, on 
MasterChef Junior 


on Late Night 


“Ugh, the ae 
: Iba Jang. “Kevin, will you let neck massager 
ie seg it go? We'll find as Mal” 


—Danny (Chris Messina), finding 
Mindy's (Mindy Kalin 
The Mindy Pr 


some other way to 
get pinkeye.” 


—Kevin 1 (Tim Meadows) 


foam party.” 


—Kevin 2 (Dan 
Bucatinsky), missing his 
usual Thanksgiving 
festivities, on Marry Me 


ator, on 


“’m going to do things to you that your mother 
wouldn’t approve of. If she came inhere now, 

she'd be like, ‘Jessica, what are you doing? Get off 
of that young man. We're a God-fearing family.” 


—Stuart (Stephen Merchant), attempting dirty talk 
in Hello Ladies: The Movie 
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FROM THE ACCLAIMED NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER 
ACADEMY AWARD® NOMINEE EMMY® NOMINEE GOLDEN GLOBE* NOMINEE ACADEMY AWARD® NOMINEE 
IIININIES IOAN REBECCA IAIN DEBRA 
DRIVER BACCARIN FERGUSON GLEN WINGER 


THE BIBLE GAVE HER ONE LINE... 
NOW HER LEGEND WILL BE TOLD. 


A TWO-NIGHT MINISERIES 


DECEMBER 7&8 Lifetime. 


SATISFIES 


| CLIP AND SAVE CALENDAR ] AND SAVE CALENDAR 


DECEMBER 


EW’S PICKS FOR THE COOLEST ENTERTAINMENT IN THE MONTH AHEAD 


pvp 

> Dawn of 
the Planet 

of the Apes 
(PG-13) Andy 
Serkis, Gary 
Oldman 
Music 

» AC/DC, 
Rock or Bust 
>» Mary J. 
Blige, The 
London 
Sessions 

> She & Him, 
Classics 

> Walk the 
Moon, Talking 
Is Hard 

> Wu-Tang 
Clan, A Better 
Tomorrow 
BOOKS 

> Ali Smith, 
How to Be 
Both 
VIDEO- 
GAMES 

= > The Crew 
(Xbox; PS4) 


5 MOVIES 
> Wild 

(R) Reese 

Witherspoon, 

Laura Dern 


™v 
>AVery 
Grammy 
Christmas 
special, CBS 
VIDEO- 
GAMES 

> Captain 
Toad: Trea- 
sure Tracker 


A 


, 


> 


a 


(Nintendo 
Wii U) 

> Ultimate 
NES Remix 
(Nintendo 
3DS) 


TT 

> Robot 
Chicken 
holiday 
special, 
Adult Swim 


DvD 
> Frank (R) 
Dombnall 
Gleeson, 
Michael 
Fassbender 
> Guardians 
of the Galaxy 
(PG-13) 
Chris Pratt, 
Zoe Saldana 
wv 

> Ground 
Floor, TBS 
music 

> Smashing 


Pumpkins, 
Monuments 
toan Elegy 
BOOKS 

> Anthony 
Horowitz, 
Moriarty 
> Stephen 
Madden, 
Embrace 
the Suck 

> Frank 
Portman, 
King Dork 
Approxi- 
mately 
VIDEO- 
GAMES 

> Lara Croft 
and the 
Temple of 
Osiris (Xbox 
One; PS4) 


MOVIES 
» Exodus: 
Gods and 
Kings (PG-13) 
Christian 
Bale, Joe! 
Edgerton 


> Inherent 
Vice (R) 
Joaquin Phoe 
nix, Reese 
Witherspoon 
» Top Five 
(R) Chris 
Rock, Rosario 
Dawson 


Music 
> Charli XCX, 
Sucker 
> Nicki Minaj, 
The Pinkprint 


DvD 
> The Skel- 
eton Twins 


(R) Bill Hader, 


Kristen Wiig 


MOVIES 

> Goodbye to 
All That 
(PG-13) Paul 
Schneider, 
Melanie 
Lynskey 

> The Hobbit: 
The Battle of 
the Five 
Armies (TBD) 
Martin 
Freeman, lan 
McKellen 


Tv 

> iHeartRadio 
Jingle Ball 
2014 concert, 
The CW 


MOVIES 
> Mr. Turner 
(R) Timothy 
Spall, Paul 
Jesson 

> Night at the 
‘Museum: 
Secret of the 


Tomb (PG) 
Ben Stiller, 
Robin Williams 


DvD 

> The Trip 

to Italy (NR) 
Steve Coogan, 
Rob Brydon 


MOVIES 
> American 
Sniper (R) 
Bradley 
Cooper, 
Sienna Miller 
> The Inter- 
view (R) Seth 
Rogen, James 
Franco 

> Into the 
Woods (PG) 


PICTURED ABOVE 


Anna Ken- 
drick, Meryl 
Streep 

> Selma 

(R) David 
Oyelowo, 
Carmen Ejogo 
> Unbroken 
(PG-13) Jack 
O'Connell, 
Domnall 
Gleeson 

tv 

> Doctor Who 
Christmas 
Special, BBC 
America 


BOOKS 
> Graeme 
Simsion, 
The Rosie 
Effect 


(Clockwise from top left) Nicki Mina), 
The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five 
Armies, Charli XCX, Doctor Who, 
and Night at the Museum: Secret of 
the Tomb; (far left) Guardians 


of the Galaxy 


DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


(From top) Once Upon a Time; The 
Day the Crayons Quit; Star Wars Reb- 
els; Angry Birds Transformers app 


=) KIDS’ ZONE 


EW staffers on the books, shows, movies, games, and music they are sharing 
with the little ones in their lives 


» love the books of Oliver 
Jeffers (The Day the Crayons 
Quit, Lost and Found), which 
I've been plowing through 
with my 2-year-old. Quirky, 
awesome illustrations with 
‘equally quirky, awesome 
stories. | may like them more 
than my daughter does. 

KYLE RYAN, EDITOR, EW.COM 


® Weare deep into the first 
season of Once Upon a Time 
(ABC). My three kids are so 
awed by the twists on familiar 
fairy tales that they are start- 
ing to invent some of their own. 
Fan fiction can’t be far behind. 
-NICOLE SPERLING, 

‘SENIOR WRITER 


My 6-year-old son has been 
watching the breathtaking 
Blue Planet nature miniseries 
‘on DVD, then diving back 
into action mode with Star 
Wars Rebels (Disney XD). 
But his most exciting new 
discovery is the Angry Birds 


Transformers iPad app. 
The day we downloaded it 
was “the best day ever!" 
RACHEL ORVINO, 
SENIOR EDITOR 


Ella Enchanted is a big hit 
right now, which I'm fine with 
because the kids are being 
indoctrinated into classic tunes 
from Elton John, Queen, etc.Ella 
led to The Princess Diaries, and 
2, and suddenly my 7-year-old 
daughter is on afirst-name 
basis with Anne Hathaway. 
~JEFF LABRECQUE, 

‘SENIOR WRITER 


Who'd have thought a 
nameless, faceless toy enthu- 
siast would become the center 
of my 3-year-old daughter's 
pop culture universe? Disney 
Collector's insanely success- 
ful YouTube hub (no affiliation 
with the Mouse House) fea- 
tures videos of hands unbox- 
ing toys and playing with 
them: itis, by far, the most 


watched channel in our house. 
—DAN MORRISSEY, 
COPY CHIEF 


Don't think Shark Tank 
(ABC) is a show for kids? Think 
again! My 11-year-old daughter 
trains every Friday night to 
bea superrich entrepreneur 
by enjoying the financial esca- 
pades of Mr. Wonderful & 

Co. And | ove that it's a super- 
sneaky way to teach math. 
—DALTON ROSS, 

EDITOR AT LARGE 


My 15-year-old niece listens 
to The Black Keys and I'm going 
tohook her up with their latest, 
Tum Blue,on vinyt liprobably 
sneak in Neil Young's Tonight's 
the Night, too, which! hope 

she won'tdismiss as“old people 
music.” I'm planning to get 

her FKA Twigs’ LPI for certain— 
though please don’t tell her 
because it’s gonna bea surprise. 
MICHELE ROMERO, 

PHOTO EDITOR 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


6 FAMILY TRAVEL HACKS 


FROM. YOUR FAVORITE HOLIDAY MOVIE 


TRAVEL IN 
STYLE. But 

just know that 

your journey will 
never be as cool 

as a magical train 
with dancing 
waiters and lots) 
of hot cocoa. 


q 


MAKE A LIST 
of items you'll 
need during 
your trip. This 
way, you won't 
forget anything 
important—like 
your kid, for 
example. 


————— 


TAKE ADVICE 


from you friends, 


could end up with 
a present that 
almost shoots 
your eye out. 


a 
FIND A GUARDIAN 


ANGEL. If they can help a 
sad man find meaning in his 
life, imagine what they can do 
for the lines at the airport. 


Make sure to RESOLVE ANY 
FEELINGS OF ILL-WILL before 
arrive at your holiday celebratio’ 
you are unable to do 
you don’t steal everyone's present 


fog ° 
hd 
make sure 


ifs 


DON'T STRESS TOO 
MUCH over airport 
security. If your true love 
is boarding a plane, it's 
okay to skip it entirely, 
especially if you're an 
unintimidating little child. 


al 


aus PACK MORE FUN 
— 


‘SHOP.AMERICANTOURISTER.COM 


AMERICAN 
TOURISTER. 


The official luggage of ner Dfenep World. Resort & Disneyland. 


Put the “happy” in holidays. 


GET iPHONE 6 FoR $0 DOWN art ata 


AND NOW aera? 150 CREDIT FOR EACH LINE YOU SWITCH. 


Rey's porting your number. 


@ iPhone 6 


iPhone Gisn'tjust bigger - it’s bett 
More powerful, yetpower e 


rin every way. Larger, yet thinner. 
It’s anew generation of iPhone 


MOBILIZING —4 
YOUR ZF 
WORLD” 
OUR FASTEST WAY TO ORDER IS ATT.COM 


Bill Credit Requires portng an eligible number to AAT from another carter New ines ony excludes upgrades. Must purchase 2 new smartphone via an ATRT Net installment agmt & activate anew qual postpaid tine of 
Wireless sence Excludes GoPhone’ Lifeline, Residential Wireless and select discounted plans Must be active & in god standing for 45 days. ret rec w/in 3il cycles. Limitone cet perelgbl ported umber May not be 
combinable w/other cred, discounts and oes $0 Down with ATT Next Taxdue at sale If wireless service is cancelled, remaining device balance is due. limit our financed devices pet consumer wireless 
‘account may apply. Avail at select locations only. sit attcomy/ nest for details Return/Restocking: Restocing fee upto $35 may apply. Gen. Wireless Svc. Terms: Subject to Wireless Customer Agmt Credit 
approval eq Other Monthly Charges/Line: May include taxes & federal/state universal svc charges Reg, Cost Recovery Charge (upto $1.2), goss receipts surcharge, Admin. Fe & other gov assessments which are nat 
{govt reqd charges. Terms subject to change and may be maid rtscontinued at ary time, Coverage & sv. not aval. everywhere Other ets appl & may resutin svc fermination Seea store or acon 50billredtforredit 
Getais. Screen images simulated. ©2014 ATT Intelectual Property Alright reserved Appl, the Apple ogo, and Phone are trademarks of Apple nc, reqisteredinthe US. andoher counties 


The Top 10 Things We Love This Week 


“MUSTLIST 


HOMELAND 


After a slow start to 
this season’s risky 
reboot, the thriller is 
back on point and 
better than ever 
thanks to smart cast 
additions and heart- 
in-your-throat J 
twists. (Showtime, |iiaspiaii a 


Danes, Raza Jaffrey, and 


Sundays, 9pm) Mandy Patinkin 


THE AMERICAN PLATE, by Libby 
O'Connell History buffs who happen to be 
foodies can chart the evolution of American 
cuisine through 


100 dishes— ‘4 
ranging from 
early delicacies the : 
such as roast american & 
turtle to the plate rf 
most current 
culinary fads— 
¥ inthis rich GETTING ON Cet a hilarious dose 
MONTY PYTHON LIVE collection, of darkness from the health-care workers 
(MOSTLY) This Blu-ray/DVD written by the (Alex Borstein, Laurie Metcalf, and Niecy Nash) 
document of the hugely influential comedy chief historian at the center of the criminally underrated 
team’s first live shows in 34 years qualifies at the History dramedy about a run-down hospital and its 
as a must-have historical artifact. (PG-13) channel. geriatric patients. (HBO, Sundays, 10:30 p.m.) 
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CABARET 


Buy your 
tickets now: 
Emma Stone is 
a firecracker 
replacement for 
Michelle Williams 
as sultry singer 
Sally Bowles 


(opposite Alan SUB POP USA Before it was the seminal Seattle record label that gave the world 
rea Nirvana and Mudhoney, Sub Pop was an independent zine crafted by Bruce Pavitt, and 
Cumming’ Ss this awesome volume collects his trenchant writing about the ’80s rock underground 


career-making 
Emcee) in the 
vampy revival of 
the classic musical, 
thrilling Broadway 
audiences through 
Feb.1. 


“STAY AWHILE,” She & Him Whimsy 
ahoy: She (Zooey Deschanel) spins and 
twirls with a phantom partner while Him 
(M. Ward) plays an invisible guitar in the 
dreamily retro clip for the duo's strummy, 
hummy cover of the 1964 Dusty Spring- 
field ballad, from the upcoming Classics. 


THE IMITATION GAME 
The title might as well refer to all 
Oscar-hungry biopics, but this tense true- 
life story of mathematician Alan Turing 
(Benedict Cumberbatch) and his efforts to 
decode the WWII Enigma spy machine is 
especially gripping. (PG-13) 


MISSING REELS, 
by Farran Smith 
Nehme The endlessly 
witty novel follows a 
cineast heroine who 
navigates shambling 
film houses in 1980s 
New York to track down 
along-lost silent film. 
Reels combines modern THE BABADOOK A widowed mother and her 
cinematic tropes with a son fight an invading monster that comes from a pop- 
deep appreciation for a up book in this Australian horror film about what lurks Down 3 
bygone Hollywood era. Under your bed. (NR) z 
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Toyota Corolla 


toyota.com/corolla ; ® TOYOTA 


‘Optiofis shiown. ©2014 Toyota Motor Sales, U:S.A,, Inc. 


f CHRIS ROCK’S FAVORITE FAST FOODS, PAGE 22 Va 


Lucy Dablin, 

Patrick Champagne, 

Joonas Hesso, 

Z Lee Rando, 
hij ‘ : Mohsin Kazmi, 
4 a Juan Julio Durand, 


and Paul Rosolie 


WE ALL HAVE GOALS. Some of us want money; others 


A Man, ann 28 S5t inns 


else. For the past two years, the environmentalist has 


ibly no other man in the 


ed a dream that quite p 


=F green anaconda. Rosolie and a camera crew spent six 

weeks in the Amazon this summer looking for such a 

Their Quest tO 22.2222": 
eels, giant crocodiles, and more than a few othe: akes. 


Save t he Ea rt h The resulting two-hour special, Eaten Alive, airs Dec. 7 
and has made headline: 


‘ound the world since being 


Discovery’s Paul Rosolie is willing announced earlier this month. Rosolie, author of the 


widely praised eco-adventure book Mother of God, has 


to be swallowed by a 20-foot _ been accused of being a snake-tormenting opportunist 
snake if it makes you care about — »yanimalactivists. In an exclusive interview with EW, he 3 


explains why he did it, how he didit, and why he isn’t “the 


the rain forest. By JAMES HIBBERD Hitler of animals” 
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EATEN ALIVE MONSin EAZM/DISCOVERY CHANNEL 


Tt all goes back to the loss 
of biodiversity—plants 
and animals. I’ve seen 
entire 1,000-mile stretches 
of rain forest burned to 
the ground where every 
single plant and animal is 
destroyed—and no one 
pays.attention tothat.T've Rosalie 
seen scientists spend their ae 
entire lives trying to rally saying 
public opinion and sup- a 
port, and people just don't. 

care. People care about 
animals; they don’t make the jump to caring about the habi- 
tat the animals live in.... So I wanted to do something that 
would sort of shock people and force a dialogue about what's 
going on here—and it’s working. People all over the world 
have been saying they hope I get Ebola, that I’m heinous and 
inhuman and horrible, that I’m “the Hitler of animals.” 


The Hitler of animals. This is great, though, because each 
person is yet another supporter, they just haven't seen the 
show yet... [Two weeks ago] PETA had something like 
25,000 signatures [protesting Discovery's special] from peo- 
ple who care about a snake—which is awesome. But those 
people don’t realize this is one snake when millions of snakes 
and other animals are being incinerated right now. PETA got 
25,000 signatures in seven days on Change.org. Yet the peti- 
tion to protect the standing Amazon rain forest had—wait 
for it—159 signatures. It's wonderful seeing all these people 
come out and support a snake, but that’s why I’m doing it. 


No. There's not. Only because my dream is to protect habitat. 
And in order to do that you have to get people's attention. 
Nothing else that I could have done would have gotten more 
attention than this. 


That’s another thing. Everybody keeps [saying] an ana- 
conda can’t eat a human, that it’s physically impossible. 
T've seen an anaconda break a wild boar in half. I've seen 
an anaconda constrict a black caiman, which is a croco- 
dile; they grow up to 15 feet. Once you collapse a human rib 
cage—they squeeze before they eat—we're actually much 
smaller than some of the animals they're eating. The cook 
who tours with us in the Amazon, his father was eaten by 
an anaconda. So it’s not a myth. When you're in these 
small villages and your mom gets eaten by an anaconda, 
they're not running to get a camera. 


Ah, the suit is incredible. Inside I’m completely sealed off. 


T'm able to breathe in there. I’m protected from the stomach 
acid of the anaconda, and it's completely crushproof. We 


Illustrations by CHRIS PHILPOT 


How to Get Eaten 
By an Anaconda 


If you happen across one of these enormous beasts in the 
wild—and you've left your carbon-fiber suit at home—here’s 
how you can expect to spend the rest of your afternoon. 


—— 
The Stalk 
Anacondas hide 
in vegetation, 
water, or trees 
and track you by 
sight, smell, and 
your body heat. 


—__—-_ 
The Strike 

The bite contains 

no venom, but 

its steel-trap 

strength makes 

it impossible for 

you to get away, 


Constriction 
Its coils circle 
around you, 
squeezing with 
pressure equal 
toan elephant 
standing on 
your chest. 


—_——_--- 
Consumption 
After you've been 
crushed and your 
heart explodes, 
the anaconda 
‘opens its jaw 180 
degrees to swal- 
low you headfirst. 


———— 
Digestion 
The snake's 
stomach contains 
highly caustic 
gastrointestinal 
acid that dissolves 
your bones, mus- 
cles, and teeth. 


¢ Regurgitation 
Anacondas often 
get interrupted 
mid-meal, which 
means you'll 
likely get spit out 
mid-digestion. 
No respect! 


_ First 


NEWS AND NOTES. 


tested it to 90 pounds per square inch— 
which is previously what an anaconda 
has been recorded having constricted. 


The snake did not want to eat me, at 
first. But once I showed myself as a 
predator and she got spooked, then she 
defended herself. She nailed me right in 
the face, and the last thing I saw was her 
mouth wide open before everything 
went black. And then she wrapped me, 
and I felt the suit cracking and my 
arms ripping out of their sockets. It 
absolutely terrifying, 


It was over an hour. Once they have you, 
they do not let go. 


Snakes swallow stuff headfirst. That's 
how they do it. It's not up to me atall. If 
you think of a deer—anacondas eat 
deer all the time. A deer’s head and 
neck are very narrow, and then [the 
body gets wider]. An anaconda slips 
over that very nicely. 


Tam not allowed to say anything, This is 


the story of an attempt. 
When [Discovery] said, 
“Nik Wallenda is going to 
cross the Chicago skyline.” 
they didn’t promise he was 
going to make it. The show 
is called Eaten Alive, and 
that’s what we worked as 
hard as we could to do. 


Yeah, that was every- 
body’s benchmark: If 
your head goes in, that’s 
a major success. Some 
were like, “You gotta let it 
goto your ankles!” I didn't 
want to rip my whole 
body out of the snake. The 
plan was once she got to 
my waist, they'd pull me 
back out—partly for my safety, partly 
for the snake's. 


Alive and well. Trust me, I’m much 
worse off. She beat the s— out ofme. I'm 
still recovering months later. 


I'd rather be eaten by an anaconda than 
do either of those. m 


Walk-on Walk of Fame. 


Change for the better. 
Switch and you could save with GEICO. 


geico.com | 1-800-947-AUTO | local office 


GEICO. 


NEWS AND NOTES. 


IS THIS GOODBYE 
CLIFF HUXTABLE? 


As abuse allegations against Bill Cosby resurface, I find 
myself asking: Should TV’s quintessential superdad be held 
accountable for the actions of his creator? BY CHRIS LEE 


‘LL BE HONEST, For me, Bill Cosby is Cliff Huxtable. A wise yet wisecracking, 
sweater-loving, deeply human father figure who coaxed no small amount of 
comedy from struggling with his household’s overwhelming female energy. As 
someone who came of age during The Cosby Show's juggernaut rui 
ago, hearing accusations that the comedian drugged and raped an evel 
growing number of women is akin to seeing my favorite uncle dragged away in 

handcuffs. Cosby has never been criminally charged and through his attorneys 

denies all allegations of misconduct. But the 77-year-old also has yet to respond to 
any questions about being a serial rapist—instead replying by shaking his head, 

a wordless gesture that renders my childhood hero unrecognizable. The Jell-O 

Pudding Pops guy recast as a manipulative sexual predator whose crimes may 

stretch back decades? My head is still exploding. I have to ask, though: Should Cliff 

Huxtable pay for Bill Cosby's alleged acts? The beloved sitcom patriarch was all but 

banished from basic cable last week when TV Land decided to yank reruns 

of The Cosby Show. Media outlets such as GQ are already proclaiming, “Bill Cosby 
is done.” What was once a story mostly covered by outlets like TMZ is now on the 
front page of The New York Times. Netflix indefinitely “postponed” the launch of Bill 

Cosby 77, the stand-up special that was set to begin streaming on Thanksgiving. 

NBC halted development on its previously announced Cosby sitcom. The legacy of 

the Everydad seems to unravel more and more each day. 
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Still, BET's sister network Centric 
continues to air repeats of The Coshy 
Show, and the series—one of the most 
‘coms in the history of 
syndication—remains available on 
Netflix and Hulu Plus. 

Ifwe have learned anything from 
the sex-abuse scandals of Woody 
Allen, Michael Jackson, Roman 
Polanski, and R. Kelly, it’s that great 
work doesn’t get scrubbed out of 
public consciousness by private 
misdeeds—at least not in the long 
run, After outery, there often comes 
acceptance if not forgiveness. Mi 
Tyson was convicted of 
1992, but thanks to suce 
Hangover, on the Broadway stage, 
and on the new Adult Swim cartoon 
Mike Tyson Mysteries, he’s attained a 
cult-status level of cool that suggests 
atriumphant third act. 

But until I get a clearer read on 
Cosby, I'm not sure I want him in 
my living room. Two weeks ago I con- 
sidered showing my 10-year-old 
daughter and ~old son YouTube 
videos of Bill Cosby, Himself, the star's 
brilliant 1983 stand-up concert film 
credited with inspiring The Cosby 
Show. Limagined my kids laughing 
out loud at the comedian’s curse-free, 
goofy riffs on family high jinks, just as 
I did when the movie was shown on 
semiconstant repeat on HBO in the 
Anticipating an uncomfortable 
ion about the controversy— 
and, incidentally, not wanting to 
validate comedian Hannibal Buress’ 
stated intent to “make it weird for 
you to watch Cosby Show reruns” 
by calling Cosby a rapist in a video 
clip that went viral last month— 
Inever pressed pla 

When we get nothing but silence, 
instead of the adorable image of Cliff 
Huxtable boogying with a pint 
Keshia Knight Pulliam in The Cosby 
Show’s title sequence, we're left with 
Cosby's current downward gaze, 
furrowed brow, and scraggly beard, the 
onetime icon looking all too mortal and 
flawed. Until Cos something to 
remind us of the man—no, the men— 
weonce loved, itis goodbye. m 


successful s 


illustration by SOPHIA CHANG, 
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HEAR THE 


Powerful as a laptop, 
Kelaltcimearclawavle 


The new Surface Pro 3 is a tablet and laptop in one. It’s thin and light and runs your 
favorite desktop programs, like Adobe Photoshop, Office and Windows. Work from anywhere 
with the built-in adjustable Kickstand, Surface Pen, USB port, 12-inch screen, and an optional 
click-in keyboard. The Surface Pro 3. The tablet that can replace your laptop. 


Ula re\e= aceke: 


Headline is a direct comparison to the 13" MacBook Air. Adobe Photoshop, Office and keyboard sold separately. 


IF 2014 IS the year of the auteur, with 
filmmakers driving their independent 
visions onto the screen without the 
benefit of megabudgets—I'm not talking 
to you, Christopher Nolan—the battle 
for Best Director will come down to who 
executed that vision most successfully. 
And it’s sure to be a hell of a race, 

The locks go to four directors with 
distinct, incisive points of view: Richard 
Linklater for his 12-year effort Boyhood, 
one of the year’s best-reviewed movies, 
which excels in transcending what 
could have been little more than a 
gimmick; Alejandro G. Ifarriti, the 
brooding Mexican who lightened up 
(finally) this year with Birdman, a dark 
comedy that feels like a bright jazz 
riff; David Fincher, who turned the 
pitch-black best-seller Gone Girl into a 
$154 million juggernaut that mix 
stylized pulp with impee: 
and Ava DuVernay, the 
maker who is stunning audiences 
with her grand-but-intimate portrait 
of Martin Luther King Jr. in Selma. 
Adding oomph to her odds, she would 
be the first African-American woman— 
and only the fifth woman ever—to land 
a directing nod. 

From there, the predictions get 
tricky. The safest bet for the fifth slot is 
Nolan for his space epic Interstellar, but 
the directors’ branch of the Academy is 
small and notoriously unpredictable. (It 
has snubbed both Ben Affleck and 
Kathryn Bigelow.) So the final nom may 
go to aless obvious choice: Wild's Jean- 
Mare Vallée, who was ignored last year 
for Dallas Buyers Club, newbie Damien 
Chazelle for his kinetic Whiplash, or 
perhaps Wes Anderson (The Grand 
Budapest Hotel), who has never been 
nominated in this category. 

The true dark horse, though, may be 


Logo by MATT LEHMAN 


NEWS AND NOTES 


THE DIRECTOR CRUNCH 


Filmmakers with singular visions (and moderate budgets) lead the pack 
of Oscar hopefuls in one of the year’s tightest races. BY NICOLE SPERLING 


THE CONTENDERS 


HOW THE BEST DIRECTOR RACE LOOKS RIGHT NOW 


* == 
Richard Linklater SENS 
Boyhood Alejandro G. 
Warrita 
Birdman 
x 
David Fincher “Ava DuVernay * 
Gone Girl Selma 
& 
* 
* "Christopher Nolan + 
Bennett Miller Interstellar 


Foxcatcher 


lint Eastwood 
American Sniper 
* 
* 


ui 


Jean-Marc Vallée POTENTIAL SPOILERS: « 
Wad Wes Anderson: 
® The Grand 


Damien Chazelle Budapest Hotel 


Whiplash 
4 
rh 
- Angelina Jolie ® 
Unbroken 
x 


Angelina Jolie for her WWII drama FOR MORE 
Unbroken. Yet to be screened by voters, passin ong 
it’s already being hyped as a Best FROM NICOLE 
Picture contender. Adding Jolie to the SPERLING, EA 
race=—| rector: TO EW.COM 
race—two female directo TO EWM 


not only glam up Oscar nigh 
be unprecedented. 
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NEWS AND NOTES, 


Chris 
Rock’s 
Five Top 
Fives 


IN HIS NEW MOVIE, 'TOPFIVE, THE 
COMEDIAN AND HIS PALS BOND BY 
TRYING TO RANK THEIR FIVE FAVORITE 
RAPPERS. WE ASKED ROCK TO GIVE 
US HIS OWN MC LIST—THEN WE GOT 
GREEDY AND HAD HIM RANK A BUNCH 
OF OTHER STUFF, TOO. By JEFF LABRECQUE 


ING to list the five best Chri: 


en movie about a filmmaker 

‘So I just got real 

y, [don't know how 

y’re going to let me make 

got one more in me, let's go out 

swinging. Let's do the exact movie I want to do?” 

Rock wrote and directed Top Five, and it was a 
surprise hit at the Toronto Film Festival, wher« 

sold to Paramount for § 
ie star whose alread) 


to crumble on the day he’s being interviewed by 
y New York Times reporter (Rosario Daw 

old neighbor- 

ill time arguing 

it are the nor- 


not the contrived romantic: 
comedy conversations—that happen when you 
get a bunch of old fries d 
Turns out they're 


Top Park—nothing prepared laugh the hardest is Killin’ 
Page you forit: Its like getting on Them Softly. Normally, if 
arroller coaster that's faster | watch somebody and | 
than you thought it was. think theyre good, they 
Like,“Oh s---!Am | going to got, lke, one or two jokes | 
fall off? Am I going to get wish Id done. Killin’ Them 
hurthere? Are we going to Softlys got, lke, 20 jokes | 
die? That's how funny it wish Id done. It's Chappelle 
was:‘Are we going to die?” at his all-time greatest, at 
RAPPERSIN2014 Borat the height of his supar- 
powers, His imagination is 
so unlimited, and the whole 
Kanye Were worlds infront of him. My 
“Jay Z's craduated to the 


good friend [DJ and pro- 
ducer] Prince Paul always 
says, ‘Competition keeps 
you in condition’ That 
motherf---er worked me 
out that day. Killin’ Them 
Softly was so good | didn't 
want to get on stage for 


all-time list at this point, 
but Kanye is the most 
interesting person in the 
history of rap—the most 
interesting artist, the most 
interesting sounds. There's 
never been a rapper with 


uy. You wonder what he's diic Murals 
going to say. You wonder McDonald's fries Beit irpt 
what he’s going to wear. 
You wonder who he's ‘Wendy's spicy Steve Harvey 
dated. Rap’s never had chicken sandwich One Man 
that—a David Bowie- or Chipotle burrito bowl LouiscK. 
Prince-type guy. He's Five Guys hot dog Shameless 
cornered the market anit” Shake Shack burger 
Rick Ross “Remember how good 
Nicki Minaj McDonald's tasted when 
Kendrick Lamar you were 9 years old? 

Nothing tasted that good. 
Drake 


But Shake Shack, that’s 
what they figured out: how 
to make something that 
tastes lke McDonalds 
tasted when you were 9. 
Somebody there actually 


realized that people want MOVIE CAMEOS 
meat in burgers. | don't 

know what they do, but Bill Murray 

it’s that good” Zombieland 


“Bill Murray lives a couple of 
miles from me, and he kind 


ae of lives ina house like that. 

If the apocalypse came, he 

Te Ney PIgfessor would beliving heat He 
was just the perfect guy to 

‘Broadway see in that thing, and he 

Danny Rose plays the character of Bill 

Superbad Murray so well. Zombie- 

South Park: Bigger, paeseaeeee land's a great gift, and 

Longer & Uncut — then to top it off, hes in it!” 

“Theresnomoviethatever - STAND-UPSPECIALS Aastha nacLiaian 

got bigger laughs than ey “Annie Hall 

South Park. Ever. You've hard Pryor 

never laughed that hard in Live in Concert ery cartes 

a movie theater. You've Dave Chappelle Wnt TOe 

never seen anything that Killin’ Them Softly th no Brains 

dirty. lremember just “Imalways going to say Mike Tyson 

sitting inthe theater, and that Pryor was the best, The Hangover 

‘even though we were all but my favorite special, Michael Jackson 

prepared—hey, it's South Personally, that makes me Menin Black Il 


Illustrations by JAN BUCHCZIK For more on Chris Rock's faves, visit ewcom/rocktopfive 


BINGE! 
ee 


'» SEASON’S GREETINGS 


“This is my 
house, | have to 
defend it.” 


—Kevin (Macaulay Culkin) 
in Home Alone 


“Santa!!! Oh 
my Godllll 
Santa here? 
|know him! 
| know him!" 


—Buddy (Will Ferrell) 
in elf 


“Look, Daddy! 
Teacher says 

every time a bell 
rings an angel gets 
his wings.” 


—Zuzu (Karolyn Grimes) in 
Its a Wonderful Life 


“| want an 
official Red Ryder 
carbine-action 
200-shot range 
model air rifle!” 


—Ralphie (Peter Billingsley) 
inA Christmas Story 


“We're gonna 
have the hap, hap, 
happiest Christmas 
since Bing Crosby 


Put on your tap-danced with Danny 
yarmulke/ f---ing Kaye.” 

Here comes 

Chanukah” —Clark Griswold (Chevy Chase) 


in National Lampoon's 
Christmas Vacation 


—Adam Sandler 
(The Chanukah Song") 
on Saturday 
Nght Live 
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» CHOOSE YOUR HOLIDAY TV MOVIE 


GRUMPY CAT'S WORST 
CHRISTMAS EVER 
Lifetime, Nov. 29 

A crabby feline (Aubrey 
Plaza) stuck ina pet 
shop folsa dognapping 


La: 


‘AROYAL CHRISTMAS 
Hallmark, Dec.3 

Can ablue-ollar git 
(Lacey Chabert) charm, 
her future mather in 
faw, who an icy Queen? 


MERRY EX-MAS 

lon, Dec. 7 
Whathappens when, 
dude (Dean Cain)is, 
stranded with his former 
wife and her new suitor? 


CHRISTMAS AT 
CARTWRIGHT’S 
Hallmark, Dec.7 
‘single mom (Alicia 
Witt)pretends tobe a 
‘man to get a Santagig, 


‘ONE CHRISTMAS EVE 
Hallmark, Nov. 30 
Aholiday-planning 
divorced mom (Anne 
Heche) weathers every 
imaginable dsaster. 


‘Tis the season to be 
jolly and/or merry. 
Do you agree? 


NO 4 


¥ 


Have you 


ever agreed§ $$ 


_toasetup? 


—< YES 4 holding 


Who's the bigger 
superhero? 


SUPERMAN >4 —* 


¥ 


Do you believe 
Tootsie was 
YES 4 yobbed at the 
Oscars? 


NO > 


4 


‘SINGLE 
MOMS 


NO 


THE SANTA CON 
Lifetime, Dec. 13 
Aconartist/mall 
Santa helps a boy 
‘reunite his parents 
but falls for Mom. 


‘As COURTESY (ON 


= a 
DO YOU HEAR WHAT WE HEAR? YEP, IT'S THE SOUND OF HALLS 
BEING DECKED AND STOCKINGS BEING HUNG BY THE CHIMNEY 
WITH CARE. SO EMBRACE THE SPIRIT OF THE SEASON WITH OUR 
MEGA-BINGE: SIX PAGES OF FESTIVE ENTERTAINMENT SURE TO. 
MAKE YOUR HOLIDAYS VERY MERRY. 


HERE'S A CHRISTMAS STORY FOR YOU: THERE'S A (YULE) LOGJAM OF NEW HOLIDAY TV FLICKS IN YOUR FIREPLACE! WHERE TO. 
BEGIN? AT THE TOP OF OUR QUIZ, WHICH WILL HELP YOU FIND YOUR PERFECT MOVIE MATCH. —DAN SNIERSON 


a f ACOOKIE CUTTER ——— PAPER ANGELS 22 ANENVOGUE CHRISTMAS 
»VES > » “consider CHRISTMAS > Up, Dec. 8 Lifetime, Nov.26 
| myself a..’ Hallmark, Dec. 22 1 The Savation Army helps an The divas ree their 
- Itsnot so sweet when rivals abused single mom Josie mindsandreunteto save 
meet fora holiday bake-off. Bissett) oft up the family tree. anold ci 
——— \ 
“SSERT This holiday x la ‘ANGELS AND 
DO-GOODER be you'remore — BUCKET ‘ORNAMENTS 
PERSON. likely to.. | Hallmark, Dec.1 
* Amusicians new: 
co-worker tris toplay 
cid. ona deadine 
x 4 > HELP THE * 
YES » __ Picka HOMELESS 7 I 
matchmaker. NEW — / 
J Are you 
———_ ’ evergonna | -_—DEBBIEMACOMBER'S 
_- > at * ___»  getit, ever MR. MIRACLE 
“ . a gonna Hallmark, Dec.6 
‘ 5. feline nl pee ae 
ANGEL lame orstarta = daddy issues? a over her father’s death, 
new blaze? 
x 
7 x 
i b  Dogor cat? 
| N ONO UH, WHAT? 
is IDON'T 
OLD GETIT. 
/ THE TREE THAT 
SAVED CHRISTMAS 
ANIMAL w DOG * YES Up, Nov. 30 
vv Anaspiring writer (Lacey 
Ghabert)hurresto 
wee Vermont torescue 
¥ Bo elves: the family tre farm. 
creep you 
Have you ever set out? 
a parent trap? 7 
MiP ecb eke I Py 
* CAT ] x 
> _ SANTA x / YY ¥ So. 
4 NORTHPOLE 
S ves No > y Hallmark, Nov.30 
\/ y = The slumping town 
Were Santa & Co Wve 
needs the help of an elf, 
aboy,and his mom. 
v 
‘THE NINE LIVES OF THE CHRISTMAS ‘CHRISTMAS IN PALM BACKTO CHRISTMAS 
CHRISTMAS SHEPHERD SPRINGS " fon, Dec. 20 
Hallmark, Dec.2 of Hallmark, Dec.5 Up, Nov. 28 Thanks toan angel aworan 
A perma bachelor Brandon ‘Anauthor finds he run Kids ty tomeake thet parents ‘ets to rele (and change?) 
Routh) takes ina stray tabby_and away dog, and maybe love, fall back in love, with help last Christmas, when 
thevet student helping him? ata widowershome. froma mysterious belman. she and her fiancéspit. 


Be 


ite eet nee 


“Jingle Bells?" by Barbra Streisand. 
Cs ae The energy of it gets me so pumped that I 


USGS rerain from killing thoseinconsiderate 


+ He mall shoppers hopped up on hot chocolate. 
(e) | jay I ion 6 —Retta (Parks and Recreation) ome 


as 
» ACAROLING CAGE MATCH W'i23,006 KING (08 QUEEN) OF CHRISTMAS? FOUR ARTISTS CROON FOR 
THE CROWN IN THIS HOLIDAY-MUSIC SMACKDOWN. -KYLE ANDERSON 
| NUMBER OF NUMBER OF BEST ADDITION | BAHHUMBUG | CHRISTMAS- KEYHOLIDAY FINAL 
HOLIDAY HOLIDAY TOTHE MOMENT ‘SPECIAL TV MOMENTS VERDICT 
ALBUMS ALBUMS SOLD | CHRISTMAS COUNTS 
RELEASED @SOFPRESSTINE) | CANON 
—s 
1 763K Wrapped in Baby, It's Cold 7 The glamour 2 
Red, a jaunty Outside is shot of the dude 
WRAPPED Wall of Sound always creepy, Kelly playing the 2 
IN RED ? throwback and the Cask tubular bells 
(2013) addition of Galtonary during the & 
Ronnie Dunn Ghistmee performance of 
makes it Music Take Underneath 
64 percent the Tree in her 
KELLY CLARKSON creepier 2013 special 
AAN Cold ‘As though we Making , 
December needed gingerbread 
LET IT SNOW Night, which reminding, A Michae! Bublé cookies with , 
(2008) sounds Blue pushes celebrity 
‘ improvised Christmas Pa a chef Gino a 
after afew drives home ‘Home for DAcampo in his 
SHRISTAMAS yuletae | thteubes | ema | aotTapeeal | 
2011) cocktails no Elvis Michael Bubles Home for 
‘MICHAEL BUBLE christmas Special iteiaca: 
5.8M AME Want There's little Harmonizing Winner! 
ie for Christmas festivity in her with her mother .% 
Is You, an overwrought ‘on 0 Come All 
ee . instant classic Joy to the PMarih Carey. YeFaithfulin = 
(1994) World Ghitstres her 2010 special 
4 a . tp You Merry Christmas , 
MERRY to You , 
CHRISTMAS ms 
MARIAH CAREY YOU (2010) 4 
| 57 Thankful, ViBeHome | Introducing new 
1 57M asong so for Christmas, O Christmas + 
earnest it made even songs—including 
NOE. 2 should be sung more treacly God Rest You Sd 
(2007) hb bya cartoon by the addition Mary Steen- 
mouse looking of messages burgen—on Late 
for his family from soldiers Show With 
J David Letterman 
JOSH GROBAN nme 


>» TINY TIM THROUGH THE TIMES = ¢#42LES DICKENS’ A CHRISTMAS CAROL HAS LONG BEEN A STAPLE OF THE 


19 


1843 ‘1901 ‘1810 116 1935 1947 
The original Scrooge, or, Sogno The Right to Scrooge ‘A Christmas Carol -, 
—  novellais Marley's" Delusuraio Be Happy Seymour Long before Allison 

published by Ghost The first Starring Rupert Hicks’ second Willams took oa Peter 

Charles The British and only Julian, a feature- turnasmiser. Pan live TV broadcasts 

Dickens shortis allan twirl length Carol from of Carol were popular ) 
thefirst. on the tale. the silent-film era during the ‘40s. This one 
known film starred John Carradine 
adaptation. and Eva Marie Saint. 
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“I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa 
Claus’ is adorable and reminds me 


“Home Alone. [just love it. Even Home 
Alone 2, which is basically Home Alone 1, 


of my parents on Christmas, They identical, but with a seary older lady rather 


» CRIMINALLY UNDERRATED MOVIES 


were alway 
Rodriguez (Jane the Virgin) 


snuggled up.” —( 


KEY = Amazon instant Video Ml = ITunes 


FOR EVERY IT'S A WONDERFUL LIFE THERE'S A BLACK CHRISTMAS LANGUISHING UNDER THE TREE. 
GIVE YOURSELF THE GIFT OF THESE DESERVING FILMS. 


If you like a spine tingle with 
your tinsel... 

BLACK CHRISTMAS (1974) 
Forget the rotten 2006 remake 
The Canadian original, about a 
killer stalking a sorority house— 
and featuring a pre-Lois Lane 
Margot Kidder—s the real deal 
Forty years later, the film still 
perturbs (that stabbing set against 
children caroling—brre!), 


es If you celebrate the season 
with a good Bordeaux... 

‘A CHRISTMAS TALE (2008) 
French maestro Amaud Des 
putsa new spin onthe dy 
Hhome-for-the-holidays trope with 
this film that is both lofty (characters, 
{quote Netasche) and intimate. 
Catherine Deneuveis at her bestas a 
imatrarch who refuses tobe aloamy 
about her cancer dagnosis 


than a scary older man.” —Eddie Redmayne 
(The Theory of Everything) 


» THE BEST 
YULETIDE 
ALBUMS 


Anybody can warble a 
passable “Silent Night,” 
but great full-length 
holiday albums are red- 
nosed-reindeer special. 
KYLE ANDERSON, 


DP Adolly Christmas 
From Frank Sinatra 
(1957) 

Frank Sinatra 


If you like a historical spin on if you always envied your > AChristmas Gift 
the holidays... friend's big family... for You From Phil 
A MIDNIGHT CLEAR (1992) ‘TWEFAMILY STONE (2005) Spector (1963) 


Its Christmas on the battlefield, WWII 
is nearing its end, and Ethan Hawke 
Gary Sinise, and Peter Berg are 

‘Army scouts planninga fake firefight 


It’s Guess Who Coming to Dinner 
When Everett (Dermat Mulroney) 
brings uptight girfiend Meredith 
(arch Jessica Parker) home to meet 


With Darlene Love, 
the Ronettes 


D> The Ventures’ 


0. group of German solders can his family. Well-placed barbs anc a Christmas Album 

surrender safely. More heartbreaking boozy night out with brother Ben (1965) 

than heartwarming, this tale wall (Luke Witson) ae infused with penty The Ventures 

mole oan eth others too ee 
Christmas (1968) 

If you believe Christmas If you want something kid- James Brown 

is the most romantic holiday... (and adult-) friendly... 

‘THE HOLIDAY (2006) PREP & LANDING (2009) D> Natty Christmas 

Home exchange, ntemational This cute short shines the spotlight 4978) 

romance, and the most gorgeous ch stmie ured hess the ee Jacob Miller 

Nancy Meyers set since Somethings team of elves who ready homes For 

Gotta Give? If you dont fll for this the big guys landing, Sweet but not DB Avery Special 

romante flick—starring the charming sugary, 50 you won't mind viewing Christmas (1987) 

foursome of Jack Black Cameron it with the litle ones-and Its so featuring Run- 

Diaz, Jude Law, and Kate Winsle clever you might even rewatchit DMCs ‘Christmas 

you have Grinch-size heart lA oncetthey'e all snug in their beds. in Hollis’ 

= = r = D> The Greatest 
) If you're looking for a If twinkling lights make you Christmas Novelty 

nightmare before Christmas... go postal... CD of All Time 

RARE EXPORTS (2010) THE REF (1994) (1989) 

What's the true mearing of Christ: This comedy follows a thief (Denis Dr. Demento 

mas? Monster terry, according to Leary) who holds a couple (Kevin Presents 

J) Finnish director Jalmari Helander, Spacey and Judy Davis) hostage in =e ea aa 

whose tale about an archaeological theirhome on Christmas Eve. Ted > Christmas With 

dig that goes horribly wrong may Demme directed this all-star cast Johnny Cash 

well be the most entertainingly (Christine Baranstil JK Simmons!) (2003) 


twisted Father Ch 
film ever made. A 


tnas-oriented 


froma script that has mi 
than fruitcake has nuts. 


ingers 


Johnny Cash 


HOLIDAY CANON. HERE, ITS INTRIGUING EVOLUTION, FROM SHORT STORY TO HOLOGRAM, —KAT WARD 


SSS SSS SS SS SS SS SS SS SS SF 


T . 
Dickens’ A Christmas Scrooge A Christmas Carol The Trail to 
Christmas Carol Maybe it The flmwith This TV version Christmas 
Carol wasallthe ghosts AlastairSim —_was the first to Cowboy Jimmy 
ATV special that drew Vincent isconsidered -—_set the story in Stewartretells 
performed Price to narrate one of the the modern era a Western 
entirely with the holiday classic. best Carols ——‘Scrooge'is tinged Caro! 
marionettes aay out there president of a to an adorable 
plastics company, moppet 
atin me oes enced cincals eve cs i December 5, 2014 EW.COM | 27 


Holiday Edition 


© 


Hey, celebrity, 
what's your 
holiday pick? 


laugh.” Josh Hutcherson 
(The Hunger Games: 
Mockingjay—Part 1) 


“Jingle All the Way. It 
never fails tomakeme 


ad 


> MUST-SEE HOLIDAY TV six Geese A-LAVING HAVE NOTHING ON THESE SIX CLASSIC EPISODES. MARC SNETIKER 


SEINFELD 

“The Strike” 

(SEASON 9) 

George (Jason Alexander) concocts 
a fake charity to avoid holiday gifting, 
but it’s dad Frank's Jerry Stiller) 
alt-holiday Festivus (you know, 

for the rest of us) that became 

one of Seinfeld's most endurin 
pop cukure contributions il 


THE SIMPSONS 

“Simpsons Roasting 

on an Open Fire” 

(SEASON 1) 

‘The series’ debut serves a heaping 
helping of the family values that underpin 
the comedy (Homer moonlights as a 
mall Santa to ease their money woes). 


THE WEST WING 
“In Excelsis Deo” 
(SEASON 1) 


The drama’ first Christmas finds 
Richard Schiff's communications 
chief Toby arranging a military 
burial for a homeless vet. The 
Emmy-winning episade set the 


But its real legacy is the arrival 


of beloved dog Santa’s Little Helper. 


bar for Wing's future holidays in 
the White House. (A MIT INE 


» BURNING QUESTIONS WITH...THE YULE LOG 


Since 1966, watching TV on Christmas in New York (and a handful of other cities) has meant a crackling fire soundtracked with festive tunes. What's 
the story behind this televisual hearth? EW went looking for the one who speaks for the log—a Yule Lorax of sorts. Jessica Bellucci, director of 
communications for Tribune Broadcasting (the company that owns WPIX, the channel that created the Yule Log show), happily obliged. -KAT WARD 


How did the Yule Log | the airtoday was shot in1970 | music, chosen by Thrower. We 
program come to be? | in California, Over the four don’t mess with perfection! 
Fred Thrower was the head of | years, the tape had degraded ‘So we shouldn't expect any 
WPIX, and he figured, There ‘so much that we needed to Mariah Carey, then. 

are so many New Yorkers reshoot. and the mayor's office | No! No, no, no. It’ all 

who don't havea fireplace to would not let us back. music from the’50s and 
gather around at the holiday Too many valuable rugs, 60s, classics. 

time, ets bring them one. Someone dida countrywide How has the Yule Log 

They shot the fireplace at search for a replica fireplace, adapted to changing 

[New York City mayoral something that looked technology? 

residence] Gracie Mansion close to Gracie Mansion. They havent changed the 
[in1966], They actually set a ‘And that has been the log footage. In 2003 it was 


fire while doing it. An ember 


that's been on the air ever 


converted to HD so you can 


flew out. It bumed a rug, since, Its a 17-second clip have a slightly brighter 
They thought they were that airs on aloop. fire. In 2009 we made a 
going to get thrown out, Isthis set of Christmas downloadable version so 
And are we still watching ‘songs the original music you can take it with you, 
the 1966 version? as well? The log's embraced sodal 
The Yule Log that you seeon | We'venever changed the media, too, right? 


Mister ACarol for The Smothers Scrooge Albert 
Magoo’s Another Brothers Comedy Finney and Alec 
Christmas Christmas Rod = Hour A parody Guinness sing! 
Carol Serling’s take within the show 


on Christmas 
Futureis a 
Auclear 
wasteland, 
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starring Jack Benny 
as Bob Cratchit. 


225 22 


‘ 
‘> 


1980 


THE 0.C. 

“The Best Chrismukkah Ever” 
(SEASON 1) 

Hanukkah and Christmas colide in 
Seth Cohen's (Adam Brody) merry 
mash-up Chrismuikkah. Though The 
QC has been relegated to the depths 
of the DVD bin, the holiday ep is 
perhaps the shivest remnant 

of a series gone awry. 


| We have a Facebook and a 
Twitter. We figured, It's the 
fog! He can be a little snarky. 
[Sample tweet from 
(@WPIXYiullel og: “if Lebron 
James was smart hed come 
to New York fd make sure he 
was on fireall the time] 
Do you worry about the 
‘competition from all those 
replica Yule Logs? 
Every year lhear about 
| imitation logs. What we've 
found is, ou logis an enduring 
classic and people always 
come back to it. It's what 
people remember from their 
childhood, 2 tradition they 
pass on to their own children. 


1973, 1975 1979 jess 1988 
Marcel The ‘AnAmerican Mickey's. Scrooged 
Marceau Passions Christmas Christmas Bill Murray! 
Presentsa of Carol Carol Aaay, Carol 

Christmas Ahard- humbug! ts 

Carol A one- core pam theFonz as 

manmimed “adaptation” Scrooge 

performance. 


BoNM EE Fon EVERETT COLLECTION AW AMEMICAN Costas ChNL ABC/PuDTOREM  Mieney SeisIMay Comat 


“Te depends on if I'm feeling a bad-boy Christmas or a “The Temptations? 
nostalgic Christmas. If 'm bad-boyin’ it, Iwill watch - version of Silent Night’ | — 
Bad Santa (all hail Lauren Graham), but if I'm cozying You can’t beat that one.” 
up with the family, I be tearing up on the couch to It's a —Chadwick Boseman 
Wonderful Life.” Mae Whitman (Parenthood) q (Get On Up) 


mazon Instant Video fifl= iTunes IM = Netflix » GET LIQUORED UP WITH 


| LOVE ACTUALLY 


FOR OUR FAVE CHARACTER-DRIVEN MOVIE, A CHARACTER- 
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Angelina Jolie is still a daredevil. For her 
second directing gig, she dove into the 
massive WWII survival drama Unbroken. For 
her star, she gambled on unknown Brit actor 
Jack O’Connell, a young manas fiery as 

she is. The inside tale df two untamed souls. 
BY SARA VILKOMERSON « PHOTOGRAPHS BY ALEXEI HAY 


Jack O'Connell and 
Angelina Jolie 
photographed on 
Nov.13, 2014, in 


Los Angeles 


@: direction, is water: It's Oct. 16, 2013, the first day of filming on the 
T drama Unbroken, and a barge has taken Angelina Jolie, her crew, and 

an enormous crane camera onto the open Pacific off the coast of Queensland, 
and deep 
O'Connell, Domhnalll Gleeson, and Finn Wittrock float 
nearby ina small yellow raft. They are skinny and weak and starving, having 
subsisted on just 500 calories a day for two months. Suddenly, the wind 
ng salt spray and waves. The crew on the barge begins t 
and fall. Jolie can barely hear O'Connell, her young star, deliver his lines, and 
for a moment she can’t even see him. As the camer: 
he bobs helplessly in and out of frame. 

“[fyou saw that first shot and my reaction to it, you'd be absolutely sure 
as going to be one of the great di of filmmaking hi 
Jolie says today with a smile, sitting on a sofa at Milk Studios in Los 
Angeles. “The only thing you could do was laugh at how insane this was 
all going to be. And then you just had to take a deep breath and figure out 
what to do next.” 

Ah, the eternal unanswerable question: What will Angelina Jolie do 
next? In a life that has spanned her transformation from Gia Carangi to 
Evelyn Salt, from femme fatale to media-sainted ambassador, from wild 
child to mother of six, she has been everything except one thing: predict- 
able. Now, on the heels of the highest-grossing film of her career, Maleficent, 


zooms in for a clos 


e-up, 
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m movie star to 
: $65 million period epic, 
ambitious undertaking yet. 

‘The film (in theater 5) tells the true 
story of Louie Zamperini (O'Connell), the son of 
Italian immigrants who competed in the 1 
Berlin Olympics and fought in the U.S. Army Air 
Forces in World War IT, when his plane went 
down over the Pacific. He survived the crash and 
spent 47 days adrift on a raft before Japanese 
troops took him to a POW camp. There he 
endured more than two years of near-relentless 
brutality, most of it at the hands of a sadi 
guard knownas the Bird (see sidebar, page 34). 

This is Jolie's second film as director, and 
while her first, 2011's Bosnian war drama In the 
Land of Blood and Honey, was hardly a tidy 
chamber piece, the scale of Unbroken is 
massive, unfolding over multiple decades on 
three different continents—and on lots and 
lots of water. Even filmmakers as seasoned as 
Joel and Ethan Coen, who helped adapt the 


script from Laura Hillenbrand’s 2010 best-seller, have described the 
project as “a motherf-—-er” to make. “I didn't know what I was up against 
when I was first getting into it,” Jolie says. “Thad never done anything like 
's up for the challenge, but I had so much to learn.” 

Only four women in history have been nominated for Best Director 
Oscars, and while a fusillade of male actors have transitioned behind the 
camera to Academy acclaim—Robert Redford, Mel Gibson, Kevin Costner, 
mall group of A-list actresses who have 
Ida Lupino, Penny Marshall, Barbra 
and Jodie Foster are pretty much it. None have been nominated 
for directing. Whether Unbroken will shatter that glass ceiling remains to 
be seen. Regardless, Jolie has founder calling, “I'm very happy asa director.” 
she says, “I may be stressed, but I'm loving every difficult challenge. [love 
seeing astory through from beginning to end. I like the nurturing aspect of 
it—building the family of crew and supporting everyone.” She grins. “I'm 
much happier not being that person out in the front.” 


JOLIE NEVER THOUGHT she would direct. She wrote In the Land of Blood 
and Honey to better understand the war in the Balkans while serving as 
a UN. goodwill ambassador. When the script was greenlit, she felt so pro- 
tective of it that she directed the movie herself—and discovered that she 
thrived leading a team through the multitasking chaos of a film set. “I don’t 


(From left) 
Domhnalt 
Gleeson and 
O'Connell in 
Unbroken; 
O'Connell and 
Jolie on set 


know il because I've got six kids at home, but 
it’s normal for me,” she says with a laugh. “I’m 
ready. Okay, bring it!” 

She was hooked, but also knew that her follow- 
up project would have to be substantive. “It had 
to be something that I'd be able to walk away 
from having learned something,” she says. “Also, 
and this sounds really cheesy, but I see so much 
horror in my U.N. work, and I wanted something 
that would help me and others know there's a 
reason for hope. Something that can help you 
know we can fight through even the darkest 
times.” In 2012, when she saw a description of 
Unbroken on a list of Universal projects seeking 
directors, she was intrigued. She picked up 
Hillenbrand’s book and, about halfway through, 
realized her search was over. “It was such a 
rong reaction: ‘I don’t want to just ma 
a movie—I want to evolve as a human being. I 
need and want to be near this man.” 

That man, of course, was Louie Zamperini, 
who not only survived the horrors of the POW 
camp but went on to forgive his captors and run 
in the torch ceremony at the 1998 Olympics in 
Nagano, Japan, a few days before he turned 81. 
“The physical endurance, the coming to the 
light, the handing yourself over and finding 
something that’s beyond yourself, the ability to 
face your life... He's just inspirational,” she say 
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Zamperini’s story had been kicking around 
Univers 7, with Tony Curtis originally 
attached to star, and it languished until Hillen- 
brand's book reignited interest. But when Jolie 
put herself up for the job, she wasn't a shoo-in. 
“{ had to pitch really hi 
fire. There was no stopping me. I was com- 
pletely insane. If anyone thought doing the 
movie was a bad idea, they knew better than to 
mentionit to me.” Once, while in Cambodia with 
her kids, she woke up at 3a.m. and made a huge 
chart plotting out Zampe: 
then brought to her meeting with Universal. 
“They pretended to find it interesting and then 
later told me how crazy it was,” she says. A few 
weeks before Christmas, she (impatiently) 
waited for the studio's answer: “Poor Brad—you 
just couldn't talk to me,” she says, (That would 
be her husband, Brad Pitt.) “I started wrapping 
everything—even little things that went in the 
stocking, I couldn't just sit there and wait for the 
phone. So I was like, ‘I'll wrap this whistle! I'l 
wrap this candy cane!’” 

When the call finally came, the first thing she 
did was introduce herself to Zamperini, who 
lived just up the street from her in Los Angeles. 
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‘When it came to casting the 
Bird, Louie Zamperini’s chief 
tormentor at the Japanese POW 
camp, Angelina Jolie needed 

a man with the confidence of 
allead singer. She ended up 
casting an actual rock star: 
Miyavi (a.k.a. Takamasa 
Ishihara), a popular Japanese 
musician whose colorful 

stage persona evokes an 

anime character. “I was scared 
to doit. Ihave no acting 
experience,” says Miyavi, 33. 
“But Angie was determined.” 


(“Iran to his house,” she says.) She then faced the 
daunting task of finding the right person to play 
him. She conducted a worldwide search, audition- 
ing hundreds of would-be Louies. “I wanted 
someone relatively unknown,” she Tt had to be someone with a true 
maseulinity that: men would respond to as well as women. He needed to have 
a genuine strength of character, a toughn 

At the time, young British actor Jack O'Connell was generating buzz in 
casting circles for his work in the gritty indie This Is England and on the 
UX. version of Skins. In the summer of 2018, Jolie met him for dinner in 
London. Afterward, she sent an email toher producer Matthew Baer (City 
by the Sea): “I found Lou.” 


(From top) Miyavias 
the nefarious Bird; 

Finn Wittrock, Gleeson, 
and O'Connell 


‘THE THREAD BETWEEN the 24-year-old working-class Brit and Zamperini 
isn’t immediately obvious. Raised in Derby, in central England, O'Connell 
speaks in an accent so thick it sounds as if his mouth’s full of broken glass. 
He's tattooed and shaggy and kind of rough—a guy you'd happily make 
bad choices with. Zamperini was a Southern Californian who became, 
well, a war hero. But Jolie saw a physical connection. Zamperini was an 
Olympic runner, and O’Connell had hoped to become a professional 
soccer player. “When I met Jack, there was something about the way he 
holds himself and something about his own experiences that felt like he 
understood Louie. He’s a little wild,” says Jolie. “As an actor he’s unpre- 
dictable, so he’s fascinating to watch.” It’s a quality reminiscent of a 
certain someone who, at O'Connell’s age, gave an Oscar-winning, don’t- 
you-dare-look-away performance in Girl, Interrupted. “I think we maybe 


wines 
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both have a restlessness,” Jolie says. “We both 
want to be doing a thousand other things, and 
it's hard to make us still.” 

O'Connell understood the responsibility his 
director had handed him. He shed almost 30 
pounds, worked witha dialect coach, and enrolled 
in the Angelina Jolie School of Film, watching 
Sidney Lumet's 1965 prison drama The Hill, a per- 
sonal favorite of hers and a source of inspiration. 
But there's only so much you can do to prepare 
for the first big movie of your career. “It wasstuff 
that caught me off guard that was the hardest,” 
he says. “I knew the raft would be terribly diffi- 
cult. I knew I'd be in prison with a spider—and I 
f-ing hate spiders. But then there’s little things 
you overlook. Like, I need to stand here in the 
boiling hot looking like I'm freezing cold.” He 
bonded with his castmates Gleeson and Witt- 
rock, who were suffering through the same 
severe diet. “We tried to make each other laugh,” 
says Gleeson. “We spent a lot of time talking 
about food and what we'd eventually eat.” 

Pizza. Always pizza. On the day Gleeson 
finished his fast, O'Connell went to his costar's 
trailer, stripped naked, and waited for him with 
a pizza on his lap. “Domhnall came in and 
cracked up,” O'Connell says. “T knew he was 
having to deal with the sight of my balls and 
everything else being very close to his food.” 

Unbroken is likely to launch O'Connell to alevel 
of fame that can make or break a young actor. 
Jolie understands this. So does Pitt, who, at the 
wrap party for his wife's film, pulled O'Connell 
aside and suggested he not make any hasty 
decisions. “It's priceless advice,” O'Connell s 
“Luckily I took it easy at that party to be sober 
enough to remember it.” He'll appear in two 
dramas next year, ‘71 and Tulip Fever, and isin the 
mix for Jodie Foster's Money Monster with George 
Clooney and possibly Julia Roberts. “I want to 
be doing this for a very long time,” he says. 


SINCE WRAPPING UNBROKEN in February, Jolie 
has completed By the Sea, a '70s-set drama that 
she wrote and directed about a couple whose 
marriage is unraveling, She and Pitt c 
marking their first onscreen collaboration since 
Mr. & Mrs. Smith. “It was agreat joy to be back on 
set with him after 10 years,” she says. “It’s very 
different from our first. It's heavy.” 


Jolie hasn't signed on for any new acting 
projects, but she isn't ready to give that up yet. “T 
have a few more in me before I step away,” she 
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“WE BOTH HAVE 
A Ra ahi 


HARD 
MAKE US STILL.” 


ANGELINA JOLIE 


TO 


says. She'll next direct Africa, about conservationist Richard Leakey and his 
battles to ban ivory poaching. The movie will take the Jolie-Pitt brood back 
toa continent she has strong affection for. (Her daughters Zahara and Shiloh 
were both born there.) “That project is an example of putting all loves 
together,” she says. “To keep all the things that matter close.” 

She knows it will be hard to top Unbroken. Jolie grew close to Zamperini, 
staying in contact with him all through production. When he died in July 
at 97, she was devastated. “It took me a while to function again,” she sa 
(She was able to show Zamperini some of the film before he died.) To thi 
day, she still gets choked up watching footage of him carrying the Olympic 
torch through Nagano. “It was such a beautiful moment. His life is so big. 
That moments everything—the endurance of the runner, the strength of 
the human spirit, the coming to forgiveness.” She breaks into a gentle 
smile. “It's the best kind of crying.” m 
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MIKE 
NICHOLS 


The director of The Graduate and 
Silkwood leaves behind a legacy of 
unparalleled versatility. .. ocr snsnenes 


MIKE NICHOLS’ LAUGH was a thing of pure 
bubbled up like a pot boiling over, 
contagious as the chicken pox. You can hear it 
immortalized on wax (and YouTube) in “Nichols 
and May at Work,” the final track of his and Elaine 
May’s third comedy album. It’s four minutes of the 
comedy duo riffing and cracking each other up. 
‘There’ barely even a setup, let alone a fully formed 
sketch, but once the rip cord is pulled on that 
hiccuping guffaw, you'll find a smile plastered on 
your face as wide as a crosstown bloc 

Nichols, an astonishingly versatile master of both 
stage and screen, died unexpectedly on Nov. 19 of 


genuine and as 


cardiac arrest at the age of 83. Those who knew him 


are now remembering his exuberant roar, including 
longtime collaborator Meryl Streep, who recalled 
him in a statement as “a dire 
laughed.” (Streep was about to work with him again 
in Master Class, an HBO drama about opera star 
Ma Callas.) And Emma Thompson said, “He 
laughed and cried in equal measure, to excess and 
always with good reason.” That was something he 
had in common with his audiences, whom he could 
make weep and giggle nn and oftentimes 
simultaneously. Ever dexterous and multitalented, 
he was equally comfortable with straight dram 
erica, Silkwood) and comedy (The Bir 
cage, numerous Neil Simon productions). 


or who cried when he 


in success 


a 
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impressive, he had an alehe- 
mist’s knack for melding the two 
in such films as Working Girl, 
Carnal Knowledge, Heartburn, 
and, of course, The Graduate (see 
sidebar; below) 

He was a strikingly American 
artist, perhaps because he 
wasn't originally from America. 
Born Mikhail Igor Peschkowsky 
in Berlin, Nichols and the rest of 
his German-Jewish family immi- 
grated to the United States with 
Russian papers. He landed in 
New York in 1939, knowing only 
two phrases in English: “Ido not 
speak English” and “Please do 
not kiss me.” Those two notes 
would eventually balloon into a 
full orchestration of phraseology 
marshaled by a double-time wit. 

Nichols’ love of the theater 
came early. When he was a 
teen, the mother of a girl he was 
seeing gave him tickets to the original productions 
of A Streetcar Named Desire and Death of a Sales- 
man, and he was smitten by the stage lights 

After helming two acclaimed Neil Simon theater 
productions, Barefoot in the Park and The Odd Couple, 
Nichols stepped behind the camera in 1966 with a 
film adaptation of Edward Albee's Who's Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf?, wrangling the tempestuous rela- 
tionship between Richard Burton and Elizabeth 
Taylor into electrifying cinema. The following year, 
the director avoided the sophomore slump in 
spectacular fashion with The Graduate. The story of 
Benjamin Braddock’s existential drift and his affair 


A Mike Nichols 
with Who's 
Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf? 
stars Elizabeth 
Taylor and 
Richard Burton, 
“He would yell 
at her, she 
would cry, and 
then the Duke 
and Duchess of 
Windsor would 
come to the 

set and take 
them to lunch,” 
Nichols told EW 
In 2012. 


with Mrs. Robinson bore a tap directly into the zeit- 
geist in a way that few films manage to do, summing 
up an entire generation's aimlessness in a single 
indelible closing shot. In subsequent decades, 
Nichols worked at a prodigious pace, directing 
movies and even more stage productions, each a 
slightly different creature than the last. Even in his 
70s, he could pivot without so much as a sneaker 
squeak between the steamy, gripping Closer and the 
supremely silly Spamalot in a single year's time. 

He won nine Tony awards in all (including one 
for Spamalot), although he seemed to have stopped 
counting somewhere along the way. “I don’t 


MIKE NICHOLS: 10 ESSENTIAL FILMS ey cuusnassawary 


WHO'S AFRAID OF ‘THE GRADUATE 197 


‘VIRGINIA WOOLF? 1966 An aimless young man 
The verbal fireworks (Dustin Hoffman) gets 
between Elizabeth Taylor tensnared in a romance with 


and Richard Burton detonate 
like psychological A-bombs. 


his parents’ friend (Annie 
Bancroft). | just want to say 
one word to you. plastics.” 


1966 1967 1971 


CARNAL KNOWLEDGE 197: 


‘Amerciless depiction of two 
best friends (Art Garfunkel 
and Jack Nicholson) as seen 
through the lens of their 
relationships with women. 


oe 


2 $2 IN. 
‘SILKWOOD 1983 HEARTBURN 1986 
Astoundingly lived-in perfor: This drama about a shattered 
mances from Meryl Streep, marriage between a writer 
RUFRRUSSEh, and het anchor || —(GtRBEB) and her caddish 
Nichols’ drama about blue husband (Nicholson) is based 
collar workersin an Oklahoma on Nora Ephron’s memoir. 
nuclear-parts factory. 

a 


1988 1986 1988 


Se 
rR 
ak perfectly placed, his stories detailed and 
‘ea nh wholly entertaining, his warm embrace 

. was where you wanted to live forever,” 
Julia Roberts said ina statement. “He 
y most cherished friend.” In 1988 


he married news anchor Diane Sawyer, 


On the Angels in ae’ Agate nepeete 
‘America set with BY ART GARFUNKEL with whom he remained until his death. 


Nichols won Best 
Director for The Graduate 
at the 1968 Academy 
Awards but kept a healthy 
perspective on the 
accolade, “It’s the industry 
voting,” he said. “It doesn't wi 
come from God.” 


Meryl Streep, with whom Ona af the voices bekied “] don’t know any secrets about what 
beter el ‘Mrs. Robinson” shares 3 ee 
his memories of Mike makes a marriage work," Nichols told 


EW, “except if you can marry Diane, 
you'll be in great shape.” 


It’s tough when we old 
potheads try to remem- 


ber the exact chronology Nichols wasn't one to commandeer 
of things, but here's the his material, but an expert craftsman 
Sto) OF Wks Nichols: who bolstered whatever he tackled. 
He'd been living with i Hiei a 
Simon & Garfunkel The breadth of his talent by no means 
records while filming precluded its depth. He was still put- 
The Graduate, and he ting out good work right up tothe end, 
needed a song for the telli stories with iaton agvclear. 
nervous rithmic scene elling stories with a vision as clear 
at the end. | said, “Paul and delightful as that laugh. m (Addi- 
has a trifle song we're tional reporting by Anthony Breznican, 
about to throw outcatfed Chris Nashawaty, and Nicole Sperling) 


‘Mrs, Roosevelt.” Mike 
seized onit. We polished 
the harmony and served 
it up as “Mrs. Robinson.” 
x ™ ba NTS, Only an extraordinaril 
remember which ones I got the Tony for,” Nichols Soaked raleked Rama 
told EW in 2012. “Why would I?” Indeed, to list the being can point at a piece 
prizes he took home would be a formidable task freamty andl Si ete 
and beside the point. Sulfice it to say, his shelves eeu nee anie 
at home were likely groaning, He was a member of that is a something” But 
the EGOT club—the winner of atleast one Emmy, his intelligence allowed 


Grammy, Oscar, and Tony—a concrete reminder Hin te hang loose and: 
i make all these different, 


of his peerless range, fabulous choices. I'm 
Collaboration and improvisation were necessities crazy about him. Ah, 
to him, and he possessed an easy rapport with his Mike, the golden boy, 
: te There's never been 
actors, many of whom became fast friends and i i “She's just different from any other woman,” 
; moby cute ee tiny. Nichols said of his wife, Diane Sawyer. "We 
© returned time and again to work with him, “His mus- “AS TOLD T0 JOE McGOVERN (iets eid ot Wika, Dowd Seve WE. 
£2 ings were like pearls, his jokes were timeless and ——— in ourowniittle place” 


ie 
Nes 


. ; 
WORKING GIRL 1923 POSTCARDS FROM THE BIRDCAGE 1996 PRIMARY COLORS 19% ANGELS IN AMERICA 2003 
A female-empowerment THE EDGE 1990 With help from cast members The veiled account of the Clin: Six hours of pure phantasma: 
movie disquised as a Abruise-black comedy about || Hank Azaria, NathanLane, tons GohnTravalta andEmma || gorical magic, with a cast includ 
deliciously screwball NYC mothers, daughters, and nd Robin Wiliams, Nichols misawonderfullook | ing Streep and AlPacino. t's 
comedy. Melanie Griffith addiction starring Streep and || tured what could have been at what it takes to get elected Nichols’ boldest undertaking 


is good, but Joan Cusack Shirley MacLaine. aswishy souffie into a po- in contemporary America 
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a a Heart. Humor. Spectacle. _ 


Those three words are scribbled in red marker at the top of < 
a huge whiteboard in the writers’ room of The Flash at the 
Burbank Studios. They're an unofficial mantra for the CW 
superhero series—and also for its executive producer Greg 
Berlanti, who wrote them to inspire his staff. At 10 o'clock on a 
November morning, the 42-year-old writer-producer has gath- < 


ered there with his team of Flash scribes to pitch ideas for the 
show. Dressed ina henley an with his Keds kicked up on 
oT the conference-room table, Berlanti acts less like the powerful 


showrunner he is than like a guy sitting down forabeerwithhis 
pals. Just a few minutes before, he'd been in the Arrow writers’ 


| 
he 


Vi Wh WY ym We fe kk” 
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room down the hall, listening to story ideas from 
co-creators Andrew Kreisberg and Mare 
Guggenheim. Berlanti has been a huge comic- 
book fan since he was young, and seeing him at 
work is like watching a kid play with his favorite 
superhero toys...except these action figures will 
be life-size when production starts. “Can we 
please have a scene where Oliver and Roy are 
climbing up the side of the building and some- 
one sticks their head out the window?” he asks, 
referencing an iconic image from the 1960s 
Batman series. A few hours after that, he’s 
screening a battle between the Flash and Arrow 
for their crossover episodes (which will air on 
Dee. 2 and 3), making noises like “Boom!” when 
the two heroes slug each other, “His excitement. 
is contagious,” says Grant Gustin, who plays the 
titular character on The Flash. “And if you're not 
already excited about it, you're going to be 
excited about it because of Greg, It’s just a 
dream come true to him.” Berlanti self 
maintains a Flash-like pace: By the end of today, 
he will have advised on Arrow and Flash edits, 
met with The Mysteries of Laura EP Jeff Rake 
(Berlanti is an EP on the show), discussed cast- 
ing and costumes for his upcoming Supergirl 
series on CBS, and met with the writers of'next 
summer's Peter Pan reboot Pan (starring Hugh 
Jackman), on which he’s a producer: 

‘Thisis the busiest and most successful period 
of Berlanti’s near-20-year TV career. A writer 
on Dawson's Creek at 26 and creator of his own 
series, Everwood, at 30, Berlanti currently has 
three hit series under his watch (The CW's 
Arrow and The Flash, NBC's Laura). Just two 
months after its debut, The Flash is one of the 
highest-rated series in its network's history. Yet 
at a time when TV showrunners have become 
just as famous—and outspoken—as their stars 
(see: Shonda Rhimes, Ryan Murphy, Chuck 
Lorre), Berlanti prefers to stay behind the 
scenes. In person, he comes off as affable, even- 
keeled, and charmingly unaffected—even 
slightly wary of the Hollywood spotlight. “I’m 
very, very cautious,” he says. “I don't try to seek 
out that kind of stuff.” That may change whether 
he likes it or not: 2015 is shaping up to be an 
even bigger year for Berlanti, thanks to Super- 
girl, Pan, and a recently announced gig writing 
for the Oscars. A workload like that would 
reduce plenty of producers to Bluetooth— 
enabled screaming fits, but Berlanti seems 
almost unflappable. “I guess I'm kind of like a lot 
of characters I write about,” he says. “I really 
believe tomorrow will be better than today.” 
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‘The prolife producer 
hhas not one but three(!) 
hit series on the 
small sereen. Inside 
his TV slate. 


‘THE FLASH 2014 


The speedy crime fighter 
requires some major F/X, so 
Berlanti and his team story: 
board all the action digitally 
tosave time on set The 
process's "like doing an 
animated show," he says. 


THE MYSTERIES 
OF LAURA 2014 


Berlanti san exec producer 
on NBC’ surprise hit 
dramedy—starring Debra 
Messingas a cop and mom— 
though he handles logistics 
More than story lines. 


ARROW 2012 


When he's writing story 
arcs for the ace archer, 
Berlanti draws inspiration 
from another actionhero, 
"1see them like the little 
adventure serials that Indi- 
ana Jones was based on” 


BE SH 


ROWING UP IN RYE, NY. BERLANTI WAS 
always drawn to superheroes—in part 


because he felt a connection to their 
secret identities and hidden powers, “I was really, 
really repressed about being gay, so it struck me 
in that way—I am of this world, but I am not of 
this world,” says Berlanti, who came out when he 
was 28, “But it wasn’t until after the fact I looked 
back and was like, ‘Oh, of course" Comics also 
appealed to his love of storytelling. He did puppet 
shows at birthday parties as a kid, and later dis- 
covered playwriting at Northwestern University. 
There he met Julie Plec, the future co-creator of 
The CW's The Vampire Diaries, who introduced 
him to screenwriter Kevin Williamson after 
college. Impressed by Berlanti’s spec scripts, 
Williamson offered him a writing job on The 
WB's Dawson's Creek. The Creek cast—James 
Van Der Beek, Joshua Jackson, Katie Holmes, 
and Michelle Williams—had become veritable 
pop culture phenoms by season 2, and at 26, 
Berlanti had only a few years on them. “We were 
all very young and growing up together at the 
same time,” he says of the experience. “I would go 
down [to Wilmington, N.C], and you couldn't go 
to dinner with the kids without people shoving 
body parts in their face to sign.” 

When Williamson decided to step away from 
the Creek at the end of that season, there was an 
opening for a new showrunner. Several pro- 
ducers had attempted the job and failed, but 
Williamson believed Berlanti could rise to the 
occasion. “I felt such a kinship with him and an 
ability for him to share this vision,” says William- 
son. “I just thought, ‘He's the guy?” But it wasn’t 
clear to Berlanti thathe could save the day. “They 
kind of made me do it,” he admits. “I thought, 
“This is disastrous, and it’s going to end very 
badly’ The network and the studio really gave me 
ashotand supported me.” Unlike many first-time 
showrunners, Berlanti wasn’t shy about going 
head-to-head with the suits. “I really wanted a 
gay kiss between Jack [Kerr Smith] and another 
character,” he explains. “They were like, ‘If'you 
take the job and it goes wel, you can have a gay 
guy kiss another gay guy.” Berlanti got his kiss, 
1 moment for the show and television 
history—not to mention a personal victory. “I 
grew up without any gay representation [on TV] 
except for the thinly veiled |kind]," says the 
writer, who will introduce a gay villain in the 
Jan. 27 episode of The Flash. “There are obviously 
so many people that are doing a great job of it 
now. Look at someone like [How to Get Away With 
Murder creator] Pete Nowalk. I don’t know the 


2) Mo 3HA/AWYMON OVE MOM) HST ZHL 


WRT WRENS 


guy, but I really applaud what he's doing with 
that. But I do feela certain sense of obligation.” 

Berlanti pushed more boundaries with the 
first series he created, Everwood. Although he 
pitched the show as the story of a small-town 
abortionist—slightly audacious given its target 
teen audience—execs at The WB persuaded him 
to change the lead to a family-practice doctor 
(Treat Williams). Again, Berlanti had one condi- 
tion: He still wanted to tackle abortion. “The 
studio and the network were like, ‘We know we 
said we'd let you do it at some point, but maybe 
not today?” he recounts. “I was like, ‘No, or I'm 
leaving? It got to the point where Iwas ready to 
quit.” Berlanti’s confidence didn't go unnoticed 
by his cast, “He had a creative control over the 
show, and you could really feel his presence,” 
says Chris Pratt, who was far from guarding any 
galaxies when Berlanti cast him as the town jock, 
Bright. “He's capable of showing real heart with- 
out being melodramatic. A family drama like 
Everwood could be corny—the young love, loss, 
and regret, that's all very soap opera—but he 
was able to do it with pure class and quality.” 

Those same characteristics persuaded ABC. 
execs to hand Berlanti the reins on their troubled 
2006 series Brothers & Sisters. The pilot needed 
reshoots and recasting, so Berlanti stepped in to 
restructure the series, shifting the focus to the 
Walker family matriarch (Sally Field) and her 
daughters (Calista Flockhart and Rachel 
Griffiths), “Greg came in like a superhero,” says 
Field. “He saw that he had a really strong cast 
and really no show. It wasn't really about any- 
thing, and he focused it.” His role on the ABC 
series set the template for how Berlanti runs 
projects: He prioritizes writers, studio meetings, 
and edits, and puts other producers in charge of 
the cast on set. “Some people love being on set 
and working withactors—I've always been much 
more behind-the-scenes,” he says. “I can affect 
the quality of a show more by being there for the 
[story] break, by doing a second polish of the 
rewrite, and by doing the casting and editing. I 
always feel like I have to check all those boxes, 
and being on set is dessert.” 

In 2008 Berlanti made his first foray into the 
superhero business when he co-wrote the screen- 
play for DC Entertainment's Green Lantern, The 
script was rewritten, and the 2011 film, starring 
Ryan Reynolds and Blake Lively, was a critical 
and commercial flop. Ever polite, Berlanti says 
only, “The result probably wasn’t what we all had 
hoped and wished it would be.” But he formed a 
good relationship with DC and was asked to 
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As if his current lineup 
isn’t enough, Berlanti has 
«a full roster of projects 
slated for 2015. Here’s a 
peek at what's coming up. 


Berlantiis producing next 
summers big-screen Peter 
Pan origin story, starring 
Huah Jackman (Seea first 
look on page 14) if success- 
ful it could be a new trilogy 
for Warner Bros. 


CBS hasgivena series order 
to this adaptation about 
Superman’ equally powerful 
(and stil-uncast) cousin. 
"The events of the plot get 
her to finally emerge as 

the truehero she was meant 
to be, hints Berianti 


THE OSCARS 


Returning producers Craig 
Zadan and Neil Meron 
approached Berlantito be 
the head writer of the next 
moviegenza, hosted by 
Neil Patrick Harris, Berlanti 
promises, "Our goals 
brevity—and hopefully 
‘even some cleverness.” 


BB SB 


choose one ofits properties to develop for TV. “T 
said I'd do Oliver Queen [Arrow’s alter ego] 
because it's a crime drama,” says Berlanti. “It's 
very relatable. It's very TV in that you can focus 
on the stunts; you don’t have to do special effects.” 
After Arrow premiered in 2012 to record ratings 
for The CW, Berlanti, Kreisberg, and Guggen- 
heim started thinking about expanding the world 
and introducing superpowers. Two years later, 
The Flash debuted to 6.8 million viewers, and 
Berlanti found himself managing the network's 
two highest-rated series at the same time. He 
does admit that the biggest challenge is deliver- 
ing big-screen thrills on a small-screen budget. 
“With Flash, we're doing all the stunt work and 
then adding visual effects into the component," 


he says. “It's a lot of iterations.” 
| office on the Warner Bros. lot, Berlanti 
meets with fellow producer Ali Adler and 
Oscar-winning costume designer Colleen Atwood 
to go over looks for their upcoming revamp of 
Supergirl. The show will follow 24-year-old Kara 
Zor-El, Superman's cousin, and in a twist that 
could melt fanboy brains, Berlanti says it’s pos- 
sible this Supergirl could enter the worlds of 
Arrow and The Flash. His office is decorated 
with hand-stitched pillows, each featuring the 
name of one of his shows. It's a tradition started 
by his mother, who special-orders them. They 
usually take about six months to arrive and have 
been getting increasingly elaborate (the Arrow 
pillow has feathers and appliquéd arrowheads). 
Berlanti’s offic Iso lined with photos of his 
casts and a portrait of him with one of his TV 
heroes, Norman Lear: In the early days, Berlanti 
strived to be provocative, much like the Allin the 
Family creator, but he says that these days he’s 
aiming for a different approach, “To me the new 
version of subversive is, Can you get a 10-year 
old and a 17-year-old and their 42-year-old 
parent in the same room to watch a show 
together?” he explains. It makes sense that 
Berlanti wants the broadest audience possible 
for The Flash. He has a personal connection to 
the fleet-footed hero. “The Flash was the one I 
was the most emotionally invested in as a 
child],” says Berlanti. “He was the first one to 
make me cry. He was the sweet one of the group, 
and at the end of the day, you never thought he 
would be the one to save everybody, but he 
was.” To anyone who's worked with Berlanti, 
that description probably sounds familiar. = 
(Additional reporting by Breia Brissey) 
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For the coolest presents this holiday season, you don't have to go any 
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GOPRO HEROS COOL TOOLS 

BLACK BY KEVIN KELLY 

What business do Se tascini 7 

youlava hurting This incredible DIY compen 
dium will help f 


down an icy carapace 
if you're not going to 
record your inevita- 
ble wipeout? $500 


almost every aspect of your 
environment. $25 


BIKE EXIF CUSTOM 
MOTORCYCLE 
CALENDAR 2015 
Want to know 
what's far more cost- 
effective and break- 
down-proof than a 
beautiful custom 
motorcycle? A calen- 
dar of beautiful cus~ 
tom motorcycles! S14 
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big screen and firing up my Sonos surround sound. $206 


PENCIL BY FIFTYTHREE 
DIGITAL STYLUS 


Paging EW design director Tim 
Leong way tocreate 
digital art with feeling s6o 


THE TEXAS CHAIN SAW 
MASSACRE: 40TH ANNI- 
VERSARY BLACK MARIA 


Housed in a cardboard 
of the truck seen at the end 
of Tobe Hooper's classic 


tale of murderous barbecue 
freaks, this set featu 
AK digital restorati 
Chain Saw, more bonus fea 
tures than youcan shake a 
dubiously sourced sausage 
at, and a bloodstained 
apron with which to freak 
out great-aunt Marjorie 
on Christmas morn, $69 
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NIGHTBREED: THE 
DIRECTOR'S CUT 


Twenty-five years after 
Clive Barker was forced 
to truncate his “Star 
Wars of ho 
the writer-director’s 
original vision is now 
availab ich in all 
its beastly glory. $20 
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My friend Lora loves 
REM, especially the 
early stuff. This collec- 
tion of vintage perfor- 
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pretty amazing survey 
of the band, andthe 
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365 DAYS OF WONDER 
BY RJ. PALACIO 

The author of Wonder has come out with a new 
book that will make a great gift for all the kids 

| know who loved her first book, and their parents, 
who especially appreciated its positive message. 
The follow-up is filled with 365 precepts, from. 
famous proverbs to the wisdom of her young 
readers, and is beautifully designed. $11 
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ALFRED HITCHCOCK: 

‘THE ESSENTIALS COLLECTION 
Hitchcock's fms still thrill and terrify, and are 
a potent reminder that if you know how to 
tell a story, you don't need robots or vampires 
tocreate cinema at the highest level. 526 
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of YA novels. TI 
id conflict: 
who is beginning to 
aren't just enterta 
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BATMAN VOL- 
UMES 4 AND 5 


Scott Snyder 
and Greg 
Capullo’s 


retelling of 
Batman's 
origin story 

in the "Zero 
Year” arc, col- 
lected in these 
two editions, 
isa fast-paced, 
fantastical ad- 
venture, filled 
with bold new 
takes on old 
villains, $35 
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Senior Writer 


SCANDAL 
SEASONS 1-3 


1am obsessed 
with Kerry 
Washington 
and this show. 
tknow my 
friends who 
haven't seen it 
will be hooked 
from the 
start—ust like 
Iwas! $77 
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THE WIND RISES 


For my niece Adeline. She might not 
like the film now, but when she grows 
up and sees it in 20 years, when 
movies are beamed directly into our 
brains, all the memories of Hayao 
Miyazaki's vision will come flooding 
back and she'll realize how cool she 
TIM LEONG is for having seen it as a child, S18 
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BY MICHAEL DeFORGE 


For my staff of designers. This book 
Is gorgeous. The jump straight 
off the page, and the typography i 
Just insane. tS also slightly NSFW— 
so please dor't tell human resources 
(gave yc $16 


LITTLE BIG PLANET3 
‘or my wife, who absolutely adores puzzle games, This series is only on 


PlayStation, so that means Ill need to get us a new system as well. The gift that 
keeps on giving! $60 


COLOUR ME GooD 
BENEDICT 


CUMBERBATCH 


Everyone at EW is ob: 
sessed with Benny Batch, 
0 might have to make a 
staff-wide gift of this 
MEETA ’ . 
AGRAWAL cheeky coloring book. $11 


Editor 


LITTLEBITS 


DELUXE KIT 


FARGO SEASON 1 


loves to build electron 


from flashlights to drum My sister, who's on 

ming robots—with these maternity leave, has 
incredibly intuitive modu akendy devoured Breaking 
lar kits, (No sold. and Orange Is the 
required) And with ths ‘New Black, so 'llbe giving 


her the gift of slick gun- 
for-hire Lorne Malvo and 
slippery Lester Nygzard— 
what better friends could 
anew baby want? 525, 


eall the bits 
make what: 
e dream up. 
Watch out, world. $199 


Alll products available on Amazon.com 


The Imitation 
Game 


STARRING Benedict Cumberbatch, 
Keira Knightley, Matthew Goode 
DIRECTED BY Morten Tyldum 
PG-13, 1 HR., 54 MINS. 
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S THERE ROOM FOR two prestig 
biopics of British geniuses in this year’s Oscar 
race? We'll find out soon enough when the nomi- 
nations are announced in January. Until then, 
hard on the heels of Eddie Redmayne's physically 
flawless performance as Stephen Hawking in 
The Theory of Everything, we now have Benedict 
Cumberbatch as code-breaking savant Alan Turing in 
The Imitation Game. 

With his angular, storklike features, mischievous 
blue-eyed squint, and pack-a-day purr, Cumberbatch 
has, seemingly overnight, established himself as 
the go-to guy when it comes to playing fiery, intelligent 
men with a streak of antisocial arrogance. Whether 
he’s a Star Trek villain, an intel-spilling cyberpunk, 


or legendary sleuth Sherlock Holmes, the 
actor imbues his characters with an almost 
Aspergian level of detached brilliance. He 
always seems like he's harboring a deep, 
dark secret—a secret he makes those of us 
in the audience desperate to know. 

Turing was a man with his fair share of 
secrets too. It's no wonder he was so drawn 
to ciphers and games. After all, he had to 
live in code. A closeted homosexual at a 
time when being gay was punishable by law, 
the Cambridge mathematics whiz was 
tapped by Winston Churchill to lead a 
covert team of eggheads to crack Hitler's 
Enigma code during WWII. The Nazis had 
designed a marvel of engineering that could 
send military messages without the Allies 
listening in. Well, they could listen in, but 
what they heard was just a hash of Morse 
gibberish. You had to know the machine's 
settings, which were changed daily, to 
understand the transmissions. The seem- 
ing impossibility of the challenge was like 
catnip for Turing. 

Directed with chess-match ingenuity by 
Norwegian director Morten Tyldum (his 
previous film was the 2011 Jo Nesbo 
adaptation Headhunters), The Imitation Game 
chronicles Turing’s race to outwit the 
Germans from the tweedy, top secret con- 
fines of British intelligence at Bletchley 
Park. Screenwriter Graham Moore fleshes 
out his character first by flashing back to 
Turing’s boarding-school crush on a fellow 
student who showed the picked-on loner 
compassion, then by leaping forward to 
Turing’s 1951 arrest for indecency. It’s a 
cliché, but The Imitation Game really is a 
riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an 
enigma. Maybe it was due to the double life 
he was forced to lead, but Cumberbatch’s 
Turing comes across as so socially awkward 
that his co-workers (including a suave 
Matthew Goode) are as helpless in decipher- 
ing him as they are the Nazis’ gizmo, The 
only one who manages to get remotely past 
his exterior is the team’s lone female cryp: 
tographer, Joan Clarke (a terrifically plucky 
Keira Knightley). As a woman in the 1940s 
who has the temerity to aspire to more than 
the steno pool, she feels, like Turing, the 
sting of being an outsider. Like a lot of the 
film, the parallels are a little too neat. 

Tsuspect some people will find The Imitation 
Game's tidier plot contrivances and on-the- 


Keira Knightley 


nose metaphors to be too conventionally 
Hollywood, or grouse that Turing’s rougher 
edges have been sanded down to achieve a 
genteel, for-your-consideration polish. I can 
think of worse sins. Especially because the 
film is anchored by yet another hypnotically 
complex Cumberbatch performance. He’s 
turning greatness into a habit. B+ 


‘THIS FILM CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING: 
N cP) U LN DA 
Nazis | cRossworD | U-BOATS LOVE NoTES | DOWNTON 
PUZZLES ABeY 


crOR 


CRITICAL MASS 


For 10 current releases, we compare EW’sgrade with 
‘scores averaged from IMDb, Metacritic, and Rotten Tomatoes 


a | ew 
NIGHTCRAWLER Be 
BIGHEROS ope 

“roar =I 
IWTERSTELLAR B- 
‘THE THEORY OF EVERYTHING | B+ 

i BEYOND THE LIGHTS = Be 

| THE HOMESMAN Ce 
‘THE HUNGER GAMES: MOCKINGJAY—PART 1 7 B- 
ROSEWATER | pe | 

~ DUMB AND DUMBERTO be: 


BENEDICT 
CUMBERBATCH 
HAS, SEEMINGLY 
OVERNIGHT, 
ESTABLISHED 
HIMSELF AS 
THE GO-TO GUY 
WHEN IT COMES 


ARROGANCE. 
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REVIEWS MOVIES 


WE PLAN THE SEQUELS! 


LICENSE 
TO CHILL 


GALAPAGOS ISLANDS 


@ PENGUINS OF MADAGASCAR 2: 
GOLDFLIPPER 


The series continues with another Bond- 
influenced globe-trotting adventure, as Skipper, 
Kowalski, Rico, and Private runinto a jackass pen- 
guin superspy by the name of “Arse, Jack Arse” 
(Clive Owen) while on a mission in South Africa. 
They follow Arse's archenemy, the prasthetically 
enhanced Goldflipper (Dustin Hoffman), to the 
South American gold-rush locale of Tierra del 
Fuego, where he's planning the end of the world 
at the End of the World, The film concludes in the 
Galapagos Islands with a high-stakes, low-speed 
chase sequence ona band of tortoises. 
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ANTARCTICA 


° 
South Pole 


@ PENGUINS OF MADAGASCAR 3: 
A VIEW TO AKRILL 


Penguins can have a life span of upward of 
20 years—which is about thesame as a 
DreamWorks Animation franchise, In this 
spectacular show of corporate synergy—and 
rip-roaring storytelling!—the penguins and the 
rest of the crew from Madagascar discover 

a glacier at the South Pole where the critters 
from Ice Age have been frozen for epochs. 
They team up to crash a film festival in 
Australia, where they waddle into mega- 
powerful raven Russell Crowe, voiced by 
Jeremy Irons. 


For flightless waterfowl, penguins get around more than James Bond. Outside Antarctica, 
you'll find them in New Zealand, the Falklands, South Africa, the Galapagos Islands, 
South America, Australia, and yes, even Madagascar, their point of origin in DreamWorks 
Animation’s Penguins of Madagascar (in theaters Nov. 26), Here, our suggestions for where 
these aquatic double agents (and this franchise) could venture next. —KEITH STASKIEWICZ 


PENGUINS 
ACTUALLY 
LIVE HERE! 


(@ PENGUINS OF MADAGASCAR 4: 
FOR YOUR ICE ONLY 


While vacationing in New Zealand, our four 
protagonists are almost taken out by assassins 
(a pair of Auckland auks voiced by Jemaine 
Clement and Bret McKenzie). After a pit stop in 
the Falkland Islands, and with the help ofa 
macaroni penguin named Mac (Charlie Day), they 
track the hit back to their homeland, Antarctica. 
There, they find they've been targeted by the 
Empress (Helen Mirren), an emperor penguin 
with an ice pick to grind, Will she succeed? Is this 
the end of our beloved heroes? That depends on 
opening-weekend numbers. 


‘This may hurt a bit! 


REVIEWS MOVIES 


Horrible Bosses 2 / 


STARRING Jason Bateman, Charlie Day, 
Jason Sudeikis, Jennifer Aniston 
DIRECTED BY Sean Anders 

R, LHR., 48 MINS. By Chris Nashawaty 


AS UNNECESSARY sequels go, Horrible Bosses 2 isn’t half bad. 
Once again Jason Bateman, Charlie Day, and Jason Sudeikis play 
three idiots who try to succeed in business only to get pushed 
around by the Man until they can't take it any longer and plot a 
knuckleheaded revenge caper. In the 2011 original, the boys (let's 
face it, that's what they are) were humiliated by a trio of cartoon 
workplace sadists played by Kevin Spacey, Colin Farrell, and 
Jennifer Aniston, who vamped it up as a sex-addict dentist 
chasing Day's poor Dale around the rinse-and-spit machine. As 
payback, they planned to whack their respective superiors. It 
wasn't a particularly clever movie-and it was only laugh-out- 
loud funny in spurts—but the three leads had an easy, fast-and- 
loose chemistry. Bateman’s Nick was the voice of reason, Day's 
Dale was the excitable dim bulb with a voice like a hyena caught 
ina blender, and Sudeikis’ Kurt was the smug wiseass. A shame- 
less rip-off of The Hangover? Sure, but these archetypes have 
been around since Moe first met Larry and Curly. 

Not surprisingly, the sequel sticks pretty much to the formula. 
Itching to be their own bosses, the guys invent a “Shower Buddy,” 
which conveniently dispenses shampoo and conditioner directly 
from the showerhead. A scheming billionaire (Christoph Waltz, 
looking like a Viennese Geraldo Rivera) screws them over, so they 
decide to kidnap his spoiled son (Chris Pine) until... Honestly, the 
plot’s kind of beside the point. In fact, the least hilarious 
moments are the ones that director Sean Anders (Sex Drive) 
puts the most effort into, like a lame, long-winded laughing-gas bit 
and encore appearances by Spacey, Aniston, and Jamie Foxx, 
who all should have quit while they were ahead. Instead, it’s the 
small, tossed-off moments—Bateman's deadpan mugging, Day's 
frenzied cluelessness, and Sudeikis’ smarmy one-liners—that 
land the best. See what you get for trying too hard? B= 


Jason Sudeikis, Jason Bateman, and Charlie Day; (above) Jennifer Aniston 
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Noah Wiseman and Essie Davis 


The Babadook 


STARRING Essie Davis, Noah Wiseman 
DIRECTED BY Jennifer Kent 
NR, 1HR., 34 MINS. By Chris Nashawaty 


ANY PARENT with young kids lives in a constant, 
almost paralyzing state of fear that they won't be 
able to protect them from danger. It may he the 
most primal emotion there is. Maybe that’s why 
Aussie director Jennifer Kent's bogeyman chiller 
The Babadook zapped me with the high-voltage 
force of a cattle prod. Essie Davis plays Amelia, a 
single mother whose husband died in a car acci- 
dent on the way to the hospital the day she gave 
birth to her son, Sam. Seven years later, Sam 
(played by the slightly creepy but mostly adorable 
Noah Wiseman) is a hyperactive, wide-eyed moppet 
who's a bundle of anxieties. Every night, Amelia 
has to look under Sam's bed, check his closets, and 
read him a bedtime story before he's able to stop 
grinding his teeth long enough to fall asleep (in 
other words, he’s a typical 7-year-old). Then one 
night, Sam pulls a mysterious pop-up book from 
his shelf called Mister Babadook. And inside are 
gruesome charcoal drawings of a black-top-hatted 
monster with razor teeth and long Nosferatu 
fingers that feeds on children. Sam turns into a 
basket case. How did the book get there? Amelia 
tries to get rid of it, but it keeps reappearing, and 
the lack of sleep puts both mother and son on 
edge, blurring the line between what's real and 
what's a figment of their frazzled imaginations. 
Kent takes fiendish glee in tightening the vise on 
both her characters and the audience, much like 
Roman Polanski did nearly 50 years ago with his 
masterpiece of insanity, Repulsion. Little Sam is 
unmoored not just by a creature that goes bump 
in the night but also by his dangerously unraveling 
mother. In an age when horror movies have mostly 
become lazy and toothless, here's one with ambi- 
tion and bite. B+ 2 v 
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“blu PLUS+ represents what 
smokers want in an e-cig— 
simplicity + satisfaction...” 


Joson Healy, Founder & President of blu eCigs 


 Getmone with 


PLS: 
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\) + FEATURING Pre-filled blu Tanks™ 
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| lV anus: 
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NR, 1 HR., 31 MINS. 
Robbery churns the 
plot of this Texas noir 
about three churlish 
teens (Jeremy Allen 
White, Mackenzie 
Davis, and Logan 
Huffman) who cross a 
crime boss, Directors 
Zeke and Simon 
Hawkins add air-quote 
references to Jim 
Thompson, Steven 
Soderbergh, andthe 
Coen brothers but 

are too proud of the 
movies twists to 
make them truly snap. 
Call it Blood Simple- 
ton. —Joe 
McGovern i WW 


Gitte Witt and. 
Christopher 
Abbott in The 
Sleepwalker: 


NR, 1HR., 25 MINS. 
Cinema archaeologists 
might come across 
French animator Paul 
Grimault’s cuckoo 
satire and think they've 
discovered a splendidly 
fossilized episode of 
South Park. Finally 
being released State- 
side after six decades 
of production troubles 
and rights issues, the 
film is suffused with a 
subversive attitude 
toward the rich and 
clueless, epitomized 
bya king at war with a 
talking bird. The fairy- 
tale tableau lifts from 


€ 
i, 


\Ere 


MORE ON EW.COM Penguins of Madagascar (in 
theaters Nov, 26) did not screen by our deadline, 


but you can find our review on EW.com 


KEY = in limited relea 


OniTunes (Wt = On VOD 


Hans Christian 
Andersen but is shot 
through with bits of 
burlesque sci-fi, 
including a giant robot 
with an orchestra in 
its chest. A~ —Joe 
McGovern i 


NR, LHR, 38 MINS. 
A cloud of menace 
hangs over Mona 
Fastvald’s slow-build 
thriller about a pair of 
estranged half sisters 
who reconnect years 
after a childhood 
tragedy only to inflict 
psychological damage 
on each other. Kaia 
(Gitte Witt) and her 
boyfriend (Christopher 
Abbott, from Girls) are 
restoring the family’s 
fire-damaged home in 
the sticks when her 
pregnant sister 
(Stephanie Ellis) shows 
up to exhume the 
past, stir up trouble, 
and freak everyone 
out with her sleep- 
walking. The setup has 
mysterious promise, 
but the film cheaps 
out ona satisfying 
payoff. C+ —Chris 
Nashawaty (Wt 
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She hated them all. 


And the death toll 
is growing... 
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“A MASTERPIECE.” 


Starred Review on Something Wicked 
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Girlfriends’ 
Guide to 
Divorce 


Debuts Dec. 2,10 p.m. 
BRAVO 
By Melissa Maerz 


Beau Garrett, 
Lisa Edelstein, and 
Janeane Garofalo 


IRLFRIENDS’ GUIDE TO DIVORCE is Bravo's 
first scripted series, and the network wants 
us to believe it’s an edgy one. The posters 
show star Lisa Edelstein flashing her naked 
ring finger, as if she were flipping us off, 
alongside the tagline “Go find yours 
exactly the kind of playfulness you might 
welcome from the show's creator, Marti Noxon, who got her 
start on Buffy the Vampire Slayer. But the first two episodes 
offer so little beyond your standard Bravo 
meltdowns! gay BFFs who call you “sister”|—that N 
should've called it The Fake Housewives of Beverly Hills. 
Maybe the problem is that GGTD exists in that tenuous 
place where serious marriage drama and breezy buddy 
comedy meet up, air-kiss, and exchange plastic surgeons’ 
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numbers. The tone changes so abruptly, 
what's meant to be funny comes off as bitter. 

Inspired by the real Girlfriends’ Guide books 
by Vicki Iovine, the series focuses on Abby 
(Edelstein), a self-help author whose image as 
the perfect wife and mother is tarnished when 
she reveals she's splitting from husband Jake 
(Paul Adelstein). Coached by her divorced 
friends—lawyer Lyla (Janeane Garofalo) and 
former model Phoebe (Beau Garrett)—she 
starts dating again and discovers a brave new 
world of handsome, nonthreatening men with 
bangs. The jokes reinforce tired clichés about 
the shallowness of L.A. women: Conversa- 
tions are largely limited to yoga, cleanses, 
designer baby goods, and brunch. And when 
they're not dissecting Gwyneth Paltrow's 
“conscious uncoupling,” they're rehashing 
taboos you heard on Sex and the City more 
than 10 years ago. The 
dramatic moments 


THE TONE z ee 
CHANGES SO —_—“e! more genuine, like 
ABRUPTLY, — when Abby and Jake 
WHAT'S _ tell their kids they're 
MEANT TO divorcing, but they can 
BE FUNNY also be unintentionally 
pepe OFF funny. “You're an eye- 


looker,” Abby tells a 
suitor. “You look at 
women with your eyes.” You could say that 
dialogue is awkward, but only if you're a 
mouth-talker who talks with her mouth. 

If this show weren’t written by a woman, 
you might think it’s vaguely misogynistic, 
painting La-La Land ladies as gold-digging 
whores. Phoebe, who insists that she and her 
friends are “Lean In women; literally sleeps 
with her ex-husband in exchange for money. 
Most of the women are more high-powered 
than their exes, which puts a slightly fresh 
twist on the usual trophy-wife-gets-her- 
groove-back rom-coms, but apparently 
they're also to blame for emasculating their 
husbands. And they'relargely sexless, accord- 
ing to Abby, until the moment they sign their 
divorce papers and start to have some real 
fun: Coming attractions reveal Abby joining a 
threesome, entertaining the idea of hiring a 
male escort, and tensely gripping a pregnancy 
test. (Maybe too much fun?) But hey, as that 
poster suggests, it’s only when you take that 
ring off your finger that you can truly “find 
yourself” And if Girlfriends’ Guide is any indi- 
cation, you'll likely find yourself sitting with 
your besties at some sad, low-carb brunch. © 
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MINNIE DRIVER’S 
LONG RIDE 


From the NBC sitcom About a Boy to the Lifetime miniseries 
The Red Tent (debuting Dec. 7), Minnie Driver is having one 
very busy fall. We asked the 44-year-old actress (also appear- 
ing inNBC’s upcoming Peter Pan Live!) to share some 
memories of the projects that paved her path. -MARC SNETIKER 


‘CIRCLE OF FRIENDS 1995 


“Ihad been working pretty consis- 
tently in television in England, but 
that was my first big film role. was 
so broke. | was trying to be a musician, 
I had been living in Uruguay with my 
sister, and | came back for Christmas 
and | met with Pat O'Connor, the 
director, | don’t think | looked the part, 
but he clearly saw Benny in me. 1 
remember the casting director saying, 
“The girl that they cast as the beauti- 
ful girl is going to get all the attention, 
and you need to just know that you're 
going to do a wonderful job’ It gave 
me my whole career, that movie.” 


(2 GROSSE POINTE BLANK 1997 


“The script wasn't right when we 
began shooting, and John Cusack 
went to the head of the studio—Joe 
Roth—and said, ‘Can we improvise? If 
you don't like it after two days, we'll 
stop’ And he gave us two days, so we 
would sit in someone’ hotel room 


and throw out ideas, and someone 
would be on the computer writing 
lines down. They had an amazing story 
to beain with. It was this amazing 
mishmash of how we got it done.” 


'@ GOOD WILL HUNTING 1997 


“Lactually watched four or five scenes 
of Good Will Hunting over this dude's 
shoulder on the plane the other day. 
Matt [Damon] and Ben [Affleck] had 
this incredible, innocent enthusiasm 
and love for what they were doing. 

It's not like we knew we were making 
this movie that would be a classic. 

At the time, Miramax was genuinely 
turned towards Jackie Brown. We 
were the total redheaded stepchild. 
They weren't paying attention to us 
until the movie was made, and then 
they really sat up when they saw it” 


@ RETURN TO ME 2000 


“You have to understand, people only 
really knew David Duchovny from The 


X-Files; | don't think they realized how 
insanely clever, dark, funny, and brilliant 
he is. liked doing something that was 
romantic and heartfelt. You want to 
do as many different things as you 
canif you'r trying to run a marathon 
ina career and not just sprint. That 
movie, it seems to be in the heart of 

a lot of people, in terms of people 
coming up to me on the street* 


5S OWNING MAHOWNY 2003 


"made a film with Philip Seymour 
Hoffman that | don't think anybody 
saw, and it was a crime because he 
was just magical in that. !d make it 
again tomorrow because of my expe- 
rience with him and what | learned 
from watching and being around him, 
You're programmed to believe that 
success is measured in dollars, but as 
an actor you have to figure out a way 
of knowing that that's not true.” 


6 WILL & GRACE 2003-04 


“They asked me what kind of character 
| wanted to play. They said, ‘Do you 
want to play a character that Will has 
had a sexual affair with, or do you 
want to play the slutty English version 
of Karen?’ And | was like, ‘No offense 
to Will but | want to bea slutty Brit’ 
All we did was die laughing and try 
not to laugh during takes. When | 
dropped the tiara out of my hoo-ha, | 
can't believe we got past the censors. 
‘When we did it the first time, the 
audience laughed for 10 minutes,” 


7 THE RICHES 2007-08 


“That was the greatest part | ever 
had. It still kills me that we got axed. 
We got slammed by the writers’ 
strike, and then FX didn’t have the 
budget, or the inclination, or both, to 
really re-promote us when we came 
back for the second season. | get 
people begging us to do a movie or 
for there to be some sort of ending. 
|just saw [costar] Eddie [Izzard], 
‘we went to Robin Williams’ memorial 
together, and we were talking 
about it.| think there's legitimate 
potential in it. That's the true only 
regret inmy career” 


® THE RED TENT 2014 


“This was not the glamorous 
Morocco with blue crystal-lined pools. 
This is the really hardcore Sahara, 
the hardest place I've ever made a 
film. It was very difficult to make. 
Rebecca Ferguson is amazing in this 
film. I'm horrified because she's, like, 
10 years younger than me, and I'm 
playing her mom. But still | think for 
people who love the book, which I 
did, it’s going to satisfy that fantastic 
female-driven biblical story, and you 
don't have too many of those” 


REVIEWS 
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= HowtoGet 
Away Witha 
Murderous Secret 


Who killed Sam Keating? It was one of the best-kept 
secrets of the fall—so guarded, in fact, that even 

the perpetrator didn’t know he'd done the deed until 
the table read for How to Get Away With Murder's 
Nov 20 winter finale Spoiler alert: Wes (Alfred 
Enoch), the unassuming wait-list student known as 
the “puppy,” struck Annalise’s (Viola Davis) husband, 
Sam (Tom Verica), with the coveted justice trophy 
after the psych prof began choking Rebecca (Katie 
Findlay). And Annalise may just be willing to cover 
for him. So how did the show avoid killer spoilers? 
And what's next for the Keating Five? Here's every- 
thing you need to know, NATALIE ABRAMS 


THELEAD-UP for Denzel Washington, 
To prevent leaks and who happened to drop by 
manage the paper trail, the day of the table read. 


each actor received just one He was sworn to secrecy. 
script, which was water- 


marked with his or her ‘THE AFTERMATH 
name and had to be signed With Wes revealed as the 
for.”You couldn't gat the killer, what's next for the 
script delivered to you striving law student? "It’s an 
unless you were home,” inevitable turning point, a 


Liza Weil (Bonnie) explains, real shiftin his life in what 
And if there were revisions, happens next and who he's 


the original had tobe becoming,” Enoch says, 
tumedoverbeforeanew _ teasing that it will definitely 
one would be sent “It was change the dynamic 
like signing away your life,” between Wes and Annalise. 
Davis says with a laugh. “It binds them even coser,” 
The precautions didn't he says. But the same can't 
stop once shootingbegan. —_be said of the Keating Five, 
Sides—the mini-scripts that who will eel increasing 
includejust the day's pressure to turn on one 
sscenes—were forbidden, another when the cops start 
forcingthe cast to bringin questioning them. However, 
their watermarkedscripts. _everyoneinvolved is operat- 
which led to some on-set ing under the assumption 
pranks."Isawascnptand that Samwas a murderer 
was like,Imgoingtohold himself, responsible for Lila’s 
on to it for half an hour,” death. “What happens if 
Karla Souza (Laurel) says, they're wrong?” showrunner 
‘Sure enough, people were Pete Nowalk asks. Davis, for 
flipping out.” And even ‘one, has a good idea how 
thoughthe set waslttered  Annalise would feel. ‘Like a 
with warnings like “No big fat failure,” she says omi- 
visitors! No photography!” ously. Like she’s made the 
one exception wasmade— _ biggest mistake of her life.” 


Get more behind-the-scenes scoop on Inside TV, every weekday at 


7 p.m. on EnreRtanMent Wee Radio on SiriusXM Channel 105 


Everybody 


hates 
you. 


You don't see 
bullying like 
this every day. 
Your kids do. 


Teach your kids how to 
be more than 
a bystander. 
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The London Sessions 


HE LONDON SESSIONS isn't 
actually Mary J. Blige’s first 
album this year. That would 
be the soundtrack to Think 
Like a Man Too—a commer- 
cial disappointment and an 
unfortunate example of an 
affliction faced by countless other career 
artists: In attempting to recapture her earlier 
magic, Blige came off instead like someone 
else trying to sound like Mary J. Blige. It 
took “F for You,” a left-field collaboration 
with British dance darlings Disclosure, to 
give her the fresh direction she needed. 

The success of that track led her to delve 
deeper into the vibrant U.K. dance scene, 
and the result is less a reinvention of Blige’s 
hip-hop-soul sound than a mutation of the 
dormant disco-diva gene in her DNA. She 
sounds right at home paired with producer 
Rodney “Darkchild” Jerkins’ frothy funk on 
“My Loving,” which recalls the brilliantly 
structed four-on-the-floor work he did with 
Houston at the turn of the century. 
Though Sessions’ ballads aren't nearly asbra 
ing, the Emeli Sandé-assisted “Whole Damn 
” and the minimalist closer “Worth My 
me” tap smartly 
world-weary pathos, which keeps all the icy 
production from becoming blocdless. Her big, 
emotive voice jells on both the thumping 
closure reunion “Right Now” and “Therapy; 
harmonious matchup with professed admirer 

Sam Smith (he brought her on 
stage as the sole guest at his Apollo 


on. 


into Blige’s endless well of 


a 


THERAPY Theater debut earlier this year). 
Adoo-wop duet | With this crew of heat-ob: 
some of whom weren't alive 


with Sam Smith Bri 


MY LOVING 
A throwback 
hands-in-the-air 
anthem 


when What's the 411? dropped— 
i ‘iting new 
playmates and the gatekeepers to 
her sonic fountain of youth. B 


Blige has 
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feels 


many rapper 


Marshall 
Mathers, with 
ogse in tow 


Various Artists 
Shady XV 

HIP-HOP (SHADY/INTERSCOPE) 

By Kyle Anderson 


EMINEM ALWAYS SEEMS TO BE on the preci- 
pice of vanishing. Though he's never 
retired like some of his contemporaries, each 
new song or game-changing live performance 
s if it could be the last before he dis- 
appears into his Detr 
on red meat in his private howling alley. Like 
and, perhaps more impor- 
tant, men in their 40s in a state of permanent 
recovery—Marshall Mathe 


fake- 


area estate to gnaw 


Il too aware 


ofh 
actively 


own mortality, and lately he seems to be 
taking victory laps around his own 
st with last year’s The Marshall 


LP 2, and now by rallying his label 


roster for one more party. 

In offering a handful of hits from his vanity 
label, the second disc of Shady XV attempts 
e the case that s good a 
nurturer of talent as he is 
reminder of what an early-aughts juggernaut 
50 Cent was; he shows up on nearly a third of 
the collection’s tracks. Otherwise, you're 
left with the one rap song everybody i: 
comfortable with at karaoke (the Oscar- 
winning “Lose Yourself”) and that Obie Tri 
tune that was in an ad for Entourage. 

, like most new Eminem 
material, more problematic but also more 

varding. With its aggro-horrorcore pro- 
duction, trapped-in-2001 cultural nods 


(there's a reference to former congressman 
ample, it’s 
with 


Gary Condit), and Billy Squier 
essentially The Marshall Mathers LP 
all the accompanying dicey gender pol 
However, when Em steps aside so Yelawolf 
can unleash his id (on “Down”) or lets 
Slaughterhouse bang around with old-school 
swagger on “Y'all Ready Know,’ it’s proof that 
the survival of his high-speed, borderline- 
psychotic wordplay is guaranteed, should Em 
decide to drop the mic for good. B 


25, 


SAM HUNT 


COUNTRY’S NEXT BIG TWANG 


The Georgia-born singer-songwriter, 29, has penned hits for 
the likes of Keith Urban and Kenny Chesney, and now has a 
No. 1 single under his own belt buckle. —MADISON VAIN 


You don’t have a typical 
country-star résumé. You 
werea philosophy major 
and a star quarterback in 
college. Were your parents 
worried when you headed 
to Nashville? 

[Laughs] I'm sure they were, as any 
parent is when their child is in that 
transition from school to adulthood. 
Does musical talent run in 
your family? 

Not that | know of But my grand- 
father was a storyteller. He would 
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take us out dove hunting and he 
would tell us stories, and wed sit 
around, all the men and boys, and 
listen and hang out and talk. 

The first single off your new 
debut album, Montevallo, 
“Leave the Night On,” went 
platinum. Did it feel like a hit 
when you wrote it? 

| thought it was a song that could 
do well. But truthfully it wasn’t my 
first choice, because it had been so 
tong since | had written it, | had lost 
alittle bit of perspective. There are 


alot of songs that are themed ina 
similar way, and | wanted to put 
something out that was unique. 
What's different about 
writing songs for yourself 
versus for other performers? 
It’s easier and it’s harder. It's 
easier because you can look into 
your own life and bea little more 
personal with the songwriting, But 
it’s tougher because a lot of times 
a good idea might come up, but it 
doesn't represent me. So | have to 
pass on it and keep digging, 
You've been associated with 
“bro country.” Does that 
term get under your skin? 
don’t know if the phrase origi- 
nally was meant to be derogatory, 
but it’s tured into that. Who- 
ever is judging music—including 
mine—as that, | don’t think 
they're listening really closely to 
the songs and the lyrics. 


Gliff Williams, Brian 
Johnson, Stevie Young, 
and Angus Young 


AC/DC’s Angus Young: 


Let There (Still) Be Rock 


Neither legal woes nor health issues can stop the legendary Aussie headbangers. 
Guitarist Angus Young, 59, talks about the band’s new album, Rock or Bust, 
hanging with Keith Richards, and where he stores Hells Bell. -kyLE ANDERSON 


This is the first album with- 
out your brother, founding 
member Malcolm Young. 
How’s he doing? 

His physical health at the 
moment is very good. It’s just 
the condition with dementia. 
But he’s happy. His family 
there supporting him, and he's 
getting the best care he can 
get. It's a no-win disease. 

You guys recently celebrated 
40 years as a band, so Rock 
or Bust feels like a fitting 
album title. 

When we kicked off in the 70s, 


mainstream music had kind of 
gone soft. I mean, there were 
still some bands making rock: 


Zeppelin, the Who, the Stones 
But they had grown hig, so you 


were hardly seeing them. So 
doing rock music again, it was 
a kind of go-for-broke attitude. 
AC/DC actually played some 
shows with the Stones over 
the past few years. What do 
you talk about backstage? 
We have a few jokes. Keith 
Richards just in Keef 
voice] “Good morning” and it 
sounds funny. You know what I 
mean? You're just lucky seeing 
him in the morning. 

What do you recall about the 
band’s very first gig? 

It was going into the New Year 
night, so the audience had 
pretty much wiped themselves 
out by about 9 p.m. We were 
fortunate because a lot of clubs 
at that time were going, “Oh, 
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and! 


yeah, give us that 
‘They're good for beer sales’ 
That's probably still true. 
The hardcore fans have grown 
up with us, and we’ve been 
lucky. Over the years, the 
“Huh, they never 
I always thought, 
“Well, what were we going to 
change into? A jazz band? A 
keyboard band?” 
Your drummer, Phil Rudd, 
was recently embroiled in a 
murder-for-hire case, but the 
charge has been dropped. 
What's going on there? 
I can't speak for him. I don't 
know what got in his head... 
We've had our own issues with 
him. Even when we went to do 
the album, it was pretty tough 
to get him there.... And you 
can’t twist people’s arms, you 
know? So we'll go ahead. There 
will be a good drummer there. 
T'll say that much. 
There must have been other 
points where you thought 
the band might not go on. 
You mean in our whole career? 
Probably around the death of 
Bon. [Frontman Bon Scott died 
of acute alcohol poisoning in 1980 
at 33.) At the time, the best 
therapy ‘hat we just 
kept writing songs. And we 
were fortunate we got a great 
singer in Brian Johnson. 
Are all your crazy tour props 
in storage somewhere? 
Yes. That real bell [used for 
“Hells Bells"] is something, 
bell. It can 
ry, because you've got it 
hanging over you. A couple of 
times I nearly had a new hat. 
One of your 1991 shows 
drew an estimated 1.6 mil- 
lion fans. Are you used to 
huge crowds by now? 
Every show you still get butter- 
flies. You've gotta show [your 
fans], “I've got a few new tricks 
now. I’m not just a prett 
[Laughs] m 
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Missing Reels 


Farran Smith Nehme 
NOVEL 


By Melissa Maerz 


OR HARDCORE film obsessives, there's no 
movie so thrillingly obscure as one that 
doesn't e: appeal to our 
a film scholar 
tells our heroine, Ceinwen Reilly, in the 
ing Reels. “We 

build up heroic concepts of certain 
directors. Then, when their work is lost, we 
imagine what we're missing as even better than 
the movie 


absorbing debut novel Mi: 


we have. 


‘That sums up Missing Reels’ romantic view of 
cinema nicely, although these words might be 
hard for Ceinwen to hear. She's living in New 
York during the 1980s, when the revival-house 
scene is booming. And when she’s not dressing 
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up like Jean Harlow to work as a shopgirl at Vintage 
Visions, or forcing her gay roommates/BFFs to watch 
Shanghai Express, she’s hunting for her own lost classic, 
ies of Udolpho, asilent film that may or may not 
star her downstairs neighbor Miriam. When Ceinwen 
meets Matthew, a dashing British mathematician, Miss. 
ing Reels starts to feel like a classic movie itself: There's a 
dramatic screwball romance and an exciting hard-boiled 
mystery, as well as one too many monologues. There's 
also enough trivia to delight any cinephile. Glancing at 
Ceinwen’s outfit, Miriam says that if she really wanted to 
look like Jean Harlow, she wouldn’t wear underwear. 

The film-snob debates in this book will remind you why 
so many great relationships are built upon shared passions. 
That's true for Ceinwen and Matthew, and maybe also for 
Farran Smith Nehme and you, if you're a movie buff. Once 
named GQ's Film Blogger of the Year for her 
classic-film criticism site, Self-Styled Siren, 
Nehme knows how to mix real-life history with 
fictional directors, actors, and films, making the 
true stuff just as compelling as the imagined. By 
the end, you'll be desperate to see The Myster 
of Udolpho. So maybe it’s a good thing that like all 
the best movies, it doesn’t exist. A- 


Illustration by HARRY CAMPBELL 
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ESSENTIAL BEST 
FRIEND NOVELS 


THE CAMARADERIE IN 
MISSING REELS REMINDS US 
OF SOME OF OUR OTHER 
FAVORITE BFF BOOKS. 

BY TINA JORDAN AND STEPHANLEE 


KEY IB E-book §©-CD WAl- Audible 


TITLE 


‘The Three 
Musketeers 1844 


Betsy-Tacy 
1940" 
The Group 
1963 


The Last 
Picture Show 1966" 


‘The Outsiders 
1967 


The Last 
Convertible 1978 


Tales of the City 
178 


The Class 
1985 


It 
1986 


Crossing to 
Safety 1987 


Satisfaction 
1987 


‘The Mysteries 
of Pittsburgh 1963 


The Joy 
Luck Club 1989 


AHome at the End 
of the World 1990 


‘The Secret History 
1992 


AFine Balance 
1995 


Wicked 
195 


Harry Potter and the 
Sorcerer's Stone 1997 


AUTHOR 


Alexandre 
Dumas 


Maud Hart 
Lovelace 


May 
McCarthy 


tary 
McMurtry 
SE 
Hinton 


Anton 
Myrer 


Armistead 
Maupin 


Erich 
Segal 


Stephen 
King 
Wallace 
Stegner 
Rae 
Lawrence 


Michael 
Chabon 


Amy 
Tan 


Michael 
Cunningham 
Donna 

Tartt 


Rohinton 
Mistry 


Gregory 
Maguire 


JK. 
Rowling 


The Sisterhood of the Ann 


Traveling Pants 2001 


‘The Rule of Four 
2004 


The Wednesday 
Sisters 2008 


‘Commencement. 
2009 


‘The Red Book 
2012 


‘The Interestings 
2013 


Friendship 
2014 


as SEQUEES 


Brashares 


tan Caldwell & 
Dustin Thomason 


Meg Waite 
Clayton 


J, Courtney 
Sulivan 


Deborah 
Copaken Kogan 


Meg 
Wolitzer 


Emily 
Gould 


DESCRIPTION 


In this swashbuckling historical buddy tale set in 17th-century France, 
four (yes, four, net three) young men defend the king against Cardinal Richelieu 


MOVIEORTV AVAILABLE 
ADAPTATION? ON 


em ec 


This kids’ novel, the first in a series about three best friends, brought small-town ceca 


turn-of-the-century Minnesota to life. 


In the much-loved saga, the lives of eight very different Vassar grads play 
aut in the period betwen the two world wars a #8 
In what is arguably McMurtry’s most affecting, melancholy novel, three 1950s eS eA 


teenagers stumble awkwardly toward adulthood in their football-crazed Texas town. 


Are you a greaser or a Soc? The all-time YA classic and middle-school reading-list Pm ec 
mainstay etched Ponyboy and his Joyal gangmates into our collective consciousness. 


This nostalgic tale of the Greatest Generation features a group of WWil-era Harvard a 
classmates, the women they love, and the glorious Packard that ties them together. 


Originally a newspaper serial this novel follows the tenants of 28 Barbary Lane, a San 
Francisco apartment building that's the domain of eccentric landlady Anna Madrigal. 


Harvard figures ina couple of these books; this one from the Love Story author e 


chronicles the intertwined fates of five alumni from the class of 1958. 


Kina'shorror classic finds a group of kids, the Losers’ Club, linked by their shared fear of am 
‘a shape-shifting monster, Wenever said these friendships had to be warm and fuzzy, 


A powerful, moving meditation on life and love that describes the enduring friendship rE 


of two couples through four decades. 


I's not Harvard but 1970s-era Radcliffe, where four women—all daughters of famous men— 
are thrown together ina suite, never dreaming they be in one anothers lives for years. 


Chaben's incandescont debut coming-of-ager explores everything from sexual fluidity to 
the Mafia, but it hinges on the complicated friendship among its three young protagonists. 


Those who play mah-jongg together alsoraise daughters and face life's tragedies 
together in Tan’s modern Asian-American classic. 


This funny and heartrending novel by the author of The Hours, about a trio of 
sometime lovers, sometime friends, examines a bond deeper than romance, 


9 
7 


Tart’ cult-hit fave traces a close-knit group of New England college kids who se & 


decide to murder particularly annoying member of their clique. 


Four characters from very different walks of life come together during India’s political a | 


upheaval of the 1970s and ‘80s, 


Maguire's imagined friendship between the Wicked Witch of the West and Glinda 
made this novel a best-seller and the Broadway musical a phenomenon. 


It’s hard to say which is the more magical moment—when, at the age of 11, 
Harry discovers he's a wizard, or soon after, when he forms his first real friendships. 


It’s tough being away from your high school besties for the first time, but some 
miraculously flattering denim can be the tle that binds. 


In this thriller, two Princeton chums investigating a mysterious Renaissance text 


realize its secrets are literally deadly. 


Four moms in 1960s Northern California stick together as times start a-changing 


A gaggle of whip-smart womens-college alumnae take on the terrors and joys 


of early adulthood. 


A diverse group of graduates of the Harvard class of 1989 (Harvard again!) 
reckon with their success or failure at “having it all” at their 20th reunion. 


Creative teens become friends for life at arts camp, and in adulthood they arapple with 
Jealousy, soaring success, mortality, and perhaps worst of al, total mediocrity. 


This insightful and very modern novel folows the strained bond between Bev 
and Amy, who struggle to get their lives together after turning 30. 


% 9 
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Pastry Porn 


From the Creator 


Of the Cronut 


In The Secret Recipes, New York chef 
Dominique Ansel describes what inspired 
his most iconic creations. —TINA JORDAN 


S’MORES 


“The world speaks to each ofus ina particular language,” 
writes Ansel. "Ilook ata s'more and seenot just how its 
made, but how it could be made." His version—a nugget 
of vanillaice cream enveloped with chocolate andhome- 
mademarshmallow—Is “torched to order for customers.” 


QUICK TAKES 


Stephen King 
NOVEL 


King dedicates his 
latest novel to a laundry 
list of horror-genre 
influences—foremost, 
annalist of the weird 
HP. Lovecraft—but 
Revival ends up being 
‘one of the author's quieter, less scare- 
heavy works. It’s primarily the story of 
Jamie Morton, whose life ineluctably 
intertwines with that of the not-so-good 
Rev, Charles Jacobs, a small-town man of 
God whose experiments with electricity 
‘turn disturbing when he loses his wife and 
child in an accident. The early chapters are 
honeyed with King's well-established 
brand of coming-of-age nostalgia, and 
the story quickly settles into a cozy 
groove—before long you're reading pages 
almost faster than you can flip them. 

B+ —Keith Staskiewicz 
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» CRONUT 
Though An: 
filled doughnut: 

doesn't want to b« 
bakery, 


Lives in Ru: 
Marilyn Johnson 
NONFICTION 


As Johnson points out at 
the beginning of Lives 
{ in Ruins, the chronicle of 
her adventures in the 
world of archaeology, 
there are no dinosaurs 
here—that is the purview 
of paleontologists. Instead she concentrates 
on the people sifting through the sand for 
clay pots and exploring shipwrecks for 
treasure. Her excavation experiences are 
relatively mundane, so she smartly keeps 
the focus on the characters, who get fiercely 
emotional talking about the possibility of 
reconstructing the Chinatown in Deadwood 
or preserving the remains of Revolutionary 
War soldiers. As she did in her previous 
books about librarians and obituary writers, 
Johnson finds that the line between inspira- 
tionally nutty and actually crazy is measured 
in the joy of the work. B+ —Kyle Anderson 


Andreas Norman 


THRILLER 


- Diplomat Carina Dymek is 
arising star in Sweden's 
foreign-affairs ministry, 
handling her duties with 
ruthless efficiency until 

on the day a skittish 
| stranger hands her a 


flash drive at a European Union meeting in 
Brussels. Turns out it contains classified 
information about a terrifying new European 
intelligence agency, one that will operate 
without regard to law. Suddenly Carina’s in 
danger, clambering out a fourth-floor window 
inher apartment and leaking the document to 
a British newspaper. Norman spent 10 years 
asa diplomat, and his knowledge of espio- 
nage fuels the high-octane pace. You'l fall 
for his complex plot and characters—not just 
Carina but also her Egyptian-born boyfriend 
and the agent who's tracking her. Finally, a 
thriller for the WikiLeaks era. B+ —TinaJordan 


YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO SAVE. 


— 


Bl ONLY PROGRESSIVE HAS THE NAME YOUR PRICE* TOOL. Give us a budget, and we'll show you a 
B. range of options so you can find something that works for you and your budget. Coverage you can 
& + a = count on at a great price. Now that’s Progressive. 


LEARN MORE. SCAN HERE 
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The Cheat Sheet 


YOUR DAY-TO-DAY GUIDE TO EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW IN POP CULTURE. BY RAY RAHMAN 


MONDA*%e 


CMA Country 
Christmas 


TV | 8-10PM | ABC 


Jennifer Nettles, Brad Paisley, Carrie 
Underwood, and more perform the 
holiday songs you'll behearing every 
single day for the rest of the year. 


The Voice 


TV | 8-10PM | NBC 


The top eight contestants take the 
stage for a night of live performances 
At the end, the ensemble will play 
“Hot Cross Buns’ on their recorders. 


Greatest Holiday Com- 
mercials Countdown 


TV | 9-10PM | THE CW 


Comedians Heather McDonald and 
Matt Weinhold show you slowed- 
down versions of those things you 
normally see really fast on your DVR. 


The Heart, She Holler 


TV | 12:30-12:45AM| ADULT SWIM 
‘SEASON PREMIERE Wish Too Many 
Cooks were longer? This is like that but 


with Patton Oswalt and Amy Sedaris, 
airing weeknights through Dec. 10. 
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TUESDAY 2/2 
~ ~ 
ea 


& 
Toy Story That Time Forgot 


Consider this dino-themed holiday special an early stocking stuffer for Pixar fans 
awaiting Toy Story 4. Woody (Tom Hanks), Buzz (Tim Allen), and the gang clash 
with a set of new Christmas gifts: the Battlesaurs, an army of combat-obsessed 
prehistoric soldiers—a send-up of those Gil Joe-rip-off action figures made to cash 
inon Saturday-morning cartoons. Trixie the triceratops (Kristen Schaal) taps into 
her primordial instincts to save her friends from the overlord Reptillius Maximus. 
‘The extended action sequences leave less time for the franchise's signature adult- 
friendly heart and wit, but there are still some great sight gags (Rex outfitted with 
robot arms) and winking references to Gladiator and Return of the Jedi, Watch for 
an adorable feline Christmas ornament that steals the show, Bt —Stephan Lee 


TV | 8-8:30PM | ABC 


The Flash 


TV | 8-9PM | THE CW 


There's a reason the first hour of the 
highly anticipated crossover is titled 
“Flash vs, Arrow’: The two heroes 
(Grant Gustin and Stephen Amell, 
respectively) qo toe-to-toe after 
villain Ray Bivolo causes Flash’s 
emotions togo haywire. “Somebody 
inthe Arrow universe gets fairly 
badly hurt,” EP Andrew Kreisbera 
says of the two-night event. But 

it won't all be doom and gloom. EP 
Marc Guggenheim reveals that in the 
second hour, the Flash team will be 
“tasked with helping find Canary's 
killer” —Natalie Abrams 


Dawn of the Planet 
of the Apes 


vp | MovIE 


Special features include a chat with 
Andy Serkis about the motion-capture 
technology he used to portray his most 
challenging role yet: Gary Oldman, 


Sleater-Kinney AMA 
WEB CHAT | 12-2PM | REDDIT 


‘Spend two hours with the beloved 
(and newly reunited) indie-rock trio 
while you can, lest they go on another 
10-year hiatus. 


Broad City Season 1 
DvD | SERIES 


Are you an Abbi or an Ilana? 
(Ifyou answered that question, 
you're a Marnie.) 


| ALSO AVAILABLE 
eS 


Donald Hall 
Essays After Eighty 


The Simpsons: The 
Seventeenth Season 

DVD | Series 

Girlfriends’ Guide to Divorce 
Series Debut | Bravo, 10-11 pm. 


‘She & Him 
Gassics 


AC/DC 

Rock or Bust 
‘Wu-Tang Clan 

A Better Tomorrow 
‘Walk the Moon 
Talking Is Hard 


4#Times are Eastern Standard and subject to change 


WEDNESDAY :2/3 


‘Christmas in 
Rockefeller Center 


TV | 8-9PM | NBC 


Matt Laver, Savannah Guthrie, Al 
Roker, Lady Gaga, Tony Bennett, 
Cyndi Lauper, Seth MacFarlane, Sara 
Bareilles, Idina Menzel, and LeAnn 
Rimes help light up that giant 
spruce—kicking off the official start of 
Tourists Asking Me Where The Tree 
Is When I'm Late For Work season, 


TV | 9-10PM | VHI 


‘SEASON PREMIERE Behind? Here's a 
quick recap tohelp you catch up: 


Late 19th century The US. sees an 
influx of Italian immigrants. 

1920s Prohibition prompts Mafia 
rings to increase in power, visibility, 
1972 The Godfather cements the 
gangster in popular imagination. 
1999-2007 The Sopranos 

offers a rich portrait of life ina 
Mafia household. 

2014 Drita and Big Ang go clubbing at 
an Albanian dance party in season 5 
of Mob Wives. 


Red Band Society 


TV | 9-10PM | FOX 


MIDSEASON FINALE Nurse Jackson and 
Dr. Naday try to get comatose Charlie 
to say something. But you know kids 
these days. They only text. 


Reese Walk theLine/ RAR 
Walks tecatty Bionie/ Nh 


THURSDAY 12 RIDAY 12/5 SATURDAY :2/< 


3 | Wishin’ and Hopin’ 


TV | 8-10PM | LIFETIME 


3 How Murray 
‘Saved Christmas 


TV 8-9PM) NBC 


Wherever there's a school there's a 
‘Melly Ringwald: The actress plays 

a substitute teacher in an adaptation 
of Wally Lamb’ best-selling novel, 


‘The animated special stars Jerry 
Stiller, Sean Hayes, Jason Alexander, 
and John Ratzenberger, aka. the 

hosts of Must-See TV past. 


Cl A Very Grammy 
Tate Se Christmas 


TV | 8-10PM | NBC 


TV | 9-10PM | STARZ 


TV 9-10PM) CBS 
The episode is titled “Gone Fishing.” 


Mystery solved! 


‘Twitter's been waiting its whole 

Ife for this. To help save precious 
seconds, here are some prewritten 
tweets you can draft ahead of time: 
=A bunch of children refusing to grow 
up? It's Brooklyn the musical!” 

+ "Should NBC have cast a black Peter 
Pan? My take: bitly/pan” 

"More like Christopher DANCEN!” 

+ *Can't wait to see @lenadunham in 
NBC EVITA LIVE! next year” 

+ ‘Tinker Belt Another woman 
silenced by Hollywood, #tinkergate" 


LL Cool J hosts, Ariana Grande and 

Maroon 5 perform, and the Album of 
the Year nominees will be announced, 
There's still time, Adele! 


(C1) One Child 


TV 9-11PM | SUNDANCETY 


(MINISERIES DEBUT SundanceTV's 
muted miniseries follows Mei Ashley 
(Katie Leung), an English college stu- 
dent of Chinese descent who's called 
back to her home country when her 
biological brother is jailed for a crime 
he didn’t commit. Scenes of Mei 
trying to reconnect withher past are 
moving, and the series has a few clever 
touches—unsubtitled scenes, for 
example, that represent the charac- 
ters alienation. But it also has enough 
clunky dialogue, poor production 
values, and sliggish pacing to alienate 
viewers, too, B= —Hillary Busis 


3) Pauly Shore 
Stands Alone 


TV | 8-9:23PM | SHOWTIME 


(2 | Amish RENOgades 


TV | 10-10:30PM | DIY 


The Amish renovators (you heard 
me) head to Baston to upgrade a 
basement, make the obligatory “pahk 
the horse-driven buggy in Hahvahd 
Yah" jokes. 


“\ thought he was dead” That's what 
one fan opines in Showtime's strange 
on-the-road documentary chronicling 
Pauly Shores tour across the middle 
of nowhere. Indeed, there was a time 
when a Shore stand-upact drove 
audiences wild, but that fact seems to 
be the operating thesis in a pointless 
{albeit occasionally endearing) doc 
that begs you to remember that 
people stil love Pauly. Ittakes 83 min- 
utes of Shore continuously greeting 
fans to show that, yes, he's very much 
alive. C-—Marc Snetiker 


& | wild 


MOVIE | R | 1HR., 59 MINS. 


Reese Witherspoon hikes for 1,100 
miles, roughly the equivalent of 

5,162,667 Oscar statuettes. (Opens 
inNew York and L.A. on Dec. 3) 


& Still Alice 


MOVIE | PG-13 | 1 HR, 39 MINS. 


Julianne Moore broods for 99 min- 
utes, roughly the equivalent of 
‘two-fifths of an Oscar ceremony. 


3 | Redneck Island 


TV | 10-11:30 PM CMT 


2 | Saturday Night Live 


TV | 1;30PM-1AM | NBC 


SEASON PREMIERE It's the very first 
TV show tobe adapted from a 
can of Coors Light. 


In which musical quest Nicki Minaj 
shows host James Franco the most 
glorious butt he's seen since that time 
he went camping with Seth Rogen. 


\llustration by CHRISTINA UNG 


How Far "id »SB BBR 


SUNDAY 2/7 


(C1) Naked and Afraid 


TV | 8-9PM | DISCOVERY 


James Franco and Seth Rogen 
attempt to survive in the wild for 
21 days without access to clothes, 
food, water, or Judd Apatow. 


®s | The Elephant Man 
STAGE | BROADWAY 
See Bradley Cooper as you've 


never seen him before: slightly 
less handsome. 


Ww 


9-L1PM | LIFETIME 


MINISERIES DEBUT Family feuds, taste- 
fully lt romantic cliches, the idea that 
sex can destroy a womans ife—The 
Red Tent puts 2 biblical spin on the 
usual Lifetime hallmarks. Based on 
Anita Diamant's novel, the two-part 
miniseries tells the story of Dinah 
(Rebecca Ferguson), who abandons 
her family after they reject her mar 
riage to a prince. The first half is soapy 
but enjoyable, anchored by Minnie 
Driver as Dinahis mom. But plot twists 
drag down the second act. By the end, 
tthe emotions feel epic—and so does 
‘the running time. B-—Kat Ward 


Ct) Eaten Alive 


Tv | 9-11PM | DISCOVERY 


If the ratings are good, Discovery 
already has plans for its next big 
event: Two Guys Playing Russian 
Roulette Live! 
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The Cheat Sheet 


YOUR DAY-TO-DAY GUIDE TO EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW IN POP CULTURE. BY RAY RAHMAN 


MONDAY :2/; 


2| The Originals 


TV | 8-9PM | THE CW 
MIDSEASONFINALE The holiday sea- 
son brings families together, and the 
Originals are no exception—only their 
reunions involve trying to kill one 
another. After Klaus Joseph Morgan) 
and Hayley (Phoebe Tonkin) reunite 
with Baby Hope, their focus will shift 
to destroying Esther (Alice Evans). 
“The war between the kids and their 
mom has reached its peak, and this, 

is their ultimate plan of how to try 
and take her down,” says executive 
producer Julie Plec. Little do they 
know their father is back in town. 

And he's not interested in posing for a 
Christmas card, —Samantha Highfill 


TUESDAY :2/2 


C3 | Sons of Anarchy | tv) 10-11:30PM | Fx 


SERIES FINALE After seven seasons soaked with blood and tears, expect more of 
each to spill when the motorcycle-dub drama takes its final ride in a supersize 
episode written and directed by creator Kurt Sutter, So how will it end for Jax 
(Charlie Hunnam), a man whose mother (Katey Sagal) murdered his wife and sent 
him on a needless rampage of retaliation with her cover-up? Sutter isn’t sharing 
any spoilers, but we can tell you that according to an EW.com poll, only 24 percent 
of voters predict hell meet Mr. Mayhem (aka. death). Forty-four percent think 
he'll ride his late father’s Harley without a SAMCRO patch, while 9 percent hope 
he's headed to Nero's farm. Not counted: everyone who abstained because “Jax 
shows his butt again” wasn't an option. ~Mandi Bierly 


Stef worries that Grandma Sharon's, 
overdoing it with the gift giving. 
“What am I supposed to do with 
leaping lords?” 


C3) Mike & Molly 


TV | 8:30-9PM | CBS 


SEASON PREMIERE Molly returns from 
an eight-week writing workshop with 
a publishing deal and an advance. 
Ona related note, Cheat Sheet will 

be taking an eight-week hiatus. 
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C3 | NewGirl 


TW | 9-9:30PM | FOX 


© | Ghostface Killah 


ALBUM 


36 SEASONS 7 


Ghost’s 11th 
solo outing was 
produced by a 
Brooklyn-based 
beat team called 
the Revelations, 
who construct 
lean, soulful, widescreen bits of sonic 
cinema that let the veteran MC spin a 
mostly cohesive album-ength tale of 
betrayal and revenge. His strength 
asa storyteller continues to grow, 
especially on the breathlessly intense 
“The Dog's of War,” and experience 
has granted him the ability to tell 
when he can step back and let 
his quest stars take the spotlight, as 
he does on the weepy “Love Don't 
Live Here No More.” For Ghostface 
aficionados, Seasons is easily superior 
to the new Wu-Tang joint, A Better 
Tomorrow. (Don't tell RZA!) A- 
—Kyle Anderson 


Guest star Billy Eichner plays a 
fed-up airline employee who's sick of 
holiday travelers. | always thought 
this show needed more shouting, 


\O Aa 


| ALSO AVAILABLE 


) The Smashing Pumpkins 
Monuments to an Elegy 
4.Cole 
2014 Forest Hills Drive 


DVD | Movie 

© Doctor who: The 
Complete: 
DVD | Series 


(WB) Stephen Madden 
pane} the Suck 


(3 | The Victoria's Secret 
Fashion Show 


TV | 10-11PM | cas 
“Taylor Swift, Ed Sheeran, Ariana 


Grande, and Hozier are performing" is 
the reason you'll give if anyone asks, 


WEDNESDAY 1210 


C3) Arrow + 


TV | 8-9PM | THE CW 


MIDSEASON FINALE A stunned Laurel 
receives her dad's surprise present: 
hermom! An underwhelmed Dad 
receives Laurels present: a half-used 
iTunes gift card. 


TV | 9:31-10PM | ABC 


Plop some Santa hats on those 
adorable kids, and everything will 
work itself out In fact, take the day 
off, Laurence Fishburne! 


| The Game 


TY | 10-11;:10PM | BBC AMERICA 


MINISERIES FINALE The British 
espionage thriler comes to an end 
after the spies successfully capture 
every last tinker, tailor, and soldier. 


XY 


Illustration by CHRISTINA UNG 


MODELS 


The Victoria's Seeret 
Fashion Show (CBS) 


THURSDAY 121: 


Bones 
8-9PM | FOX 


Ww 


For its 200th episode, David Boreanaz 


directed an Alfred Hitchcock tribute 


To complete the homage, he'll creep 
on Tippi Hedren, 


3 | Pop Innovators: 
Lauren Conrad 


8-9PM 


w EI 
‘The former Laguna Beach star 
is awarded E's equivalent to the 
‘MacArthur “genius” grant. 


Elementary 


Tv | 10-11PM | CBS 
Holmes and Watson investigate a 
case where ‘the main clue Is the 
Ingering scent of nutmeg,” I've got 
ithe killeris from Connecticut! 
{it’s the Nutmeg State, Google it) 


that takes place in 1950s Hollywocd. 


_STREAMING 


NETFLIX 

‘SERIES DEBUT Newcomer Lorenzo 
Richelmy stars as the titular italian 
explorer, whose travels take him to 
Mongolian emperor Kublai Khan's 
(Benedict Wong) court. “t's this behind- 
the-scenes story of a family business, 
which just happens to feature a war- 
lord" explains EP Daniel Minahan. The 
10-episode series was filmed along 
Polo’ historic Sikk Road, and postproduc- 
tion Stateside ensures every detail looks 
perfectly period. Says Minahan: "There 
were a coupleof instances where we 
had to paint out underwear that peeked 
‘out [of costumes]” —Nina Terrero 


Inherent Vice 


MOVIE | R | 2 HRS., 28 MINS. 


Every time you see someone you 
don't recognize, lean forward 

and loudly whisper, “Is that him? 
Isthat Thomas Pynchon??" to the 
person in the row ahead of you, 


Exodus: Gods 
and Kings 


MOVIE | PG-13 | 2 HRS., 30 MINS. 


ABritish guy playing Moses rises up 
against an Australian guy playing the 
Egyptian pharaoh Ramses, Man, the 

Middle East really is complicated 


Top Five 
MOVIE | R | 1 HR,, 41 MINS. 


This will almost certainly make our 
list of top five movies Chris Rock has 
been in, narrowly edging out You 
Don't Mess With the Zohan. 


Who Do You 
< Want to See > 
Undressed? 


4 


SATURDAY 12:3 


| The Santa Con 


LIFETIME 


w 


8-10PM 


Melissa Joan Hart directed a movie 
she also stars in with Jaleel White, an 
event that was foretold years ago in 
the yellowed pages of my middle~ 
school Trapper Keeper. 


Tv | 9-11PM | ESPN 


MIDSEASON FINALE The docuseries 
chronicles the 1980s football program 
at the University of Miami, when it 
was..you stopped reading at "foot- 
ball” didn’t you? 


Saturday Night Live 


TV | 11:30PM-1AM | NBC 


Tonight's show features host Martin 
Freeman and musical quest Charli XCX. 
Oras they call each other, “Who?” 
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SUNDAY 221 


THESE GUYS 


Seth Rogen and James 
Franco on Naked and 
Afraid (Discovery) 


Undercover Boss 
TV | 8-9PM | CBS 


MIDSEASON PREMIERE The CEO of 
True Value hardware uses his skills a5 
a former FBI agent to look into the 
state of the company. Or maybe he 
could just show up to the meetings? 


The Newsroom 


9-10PM | HBO 


Ww 


SERIES FINALE Will: This is the last one, 
‘Mac: The last one? 

Will The last one. 

‘Mac; What should we do? 

Will Mac, let me tell you about FDR... 


Barbara Walters: The 
10 Most Fascinating 
People of 2014 


TV | 9-11PM | ABC 


Her picks include such luminaries as 
Taylor Swift, Neil Patrick Harris, and 
Oprah Winfrey. Blatant snubs include: 

Blue lvy 

Groot 

The Yellow King 

The snake from Eaten Alive 

Miley's VMAs date 

Juan Pablo 

‘Adele Dazeem 
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The Bullseye 


Here’s a look at the pop culture news that was right on target 
this week ine the events that missed the mark 


Oops, they whipped 


their hair a little too 
back and forth. 


“Wehave to go 
back!" a voice yelled 
to Evangeline 
“To return that dress 


Jonathan Franzen announces new 
novel, which is great news for the 
book club you pretend to go to. 


U2 will release film 
based on Songs of 
Innocence. Now you 
can not watch the 
album you already 
didn't listen to! 


Cowboy Ninia Viking 
because botching 
three cultural heritages 
is better than one 


‘Tom Hardy to star on 
FX drama series 
Taboo—which, sadly, is 


‘not about Tom Hardy Lana DelRey sings 
dramatically playing = two songs fornew 
Taboo Tim Burton movie, but 
Just hope Travolta only because Angsty 
isn't the one to introduce Melancholy Whale Noises 
him at the Oscars. were already booked. 


Nick Jonas finally 
Teyealed he's no 
longer a virgin, but we 


Hey, nobody told us the “party” 


A 


kind of figured once a 
was the White House 
we ca ~ a on his AEE Correspondents’ Dinner. Sup, girl? 


it’s okay to see 


(A : 
Icons)from 
anjicon : 


9 


“When youplay the game 
of thrones, you win 
hit save so you don't 
Exclusive first look at EW’s lose your progress after 
endorsement for the 2016 ticket the first boss, or you die.” 


. - a 


It's en Unnecessary Movie, 
Charlie Brown! 


Fox remaking Luther, 
because Gracepoint is 
doing sooo well, 


ItsCharlie Brown, 
Lena Dunham! 
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GIRLFRIENDS’ 
"to DIVORCE 


DEC 2 TUE 10|9c scripted [) Bravo : 


YOU WILL TRAVEL 
INA LAND OF MARVELS. 


—JULES VERNE 


